Primary Japanese Resourse Sharing workshop

5Th December 2016

Aya Kamura Mirto

‘Teaching about the weather and making Teru teru bo-zu doll’
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Introduce梅雨Tsuyu:

In Japan, It’s rainy season (梅雨Tsuyu) from around early June to mid July.

During this period, the sky is gloomy and hot. It’s very humid too. Most Japanese people dislike 梅雨.
Introduceてるてる坊主 Teru teru bo-zu: 
てるてる坊主 dolls are used as a way to stop the rain falling.　They are meant to look like Japanese Buddhist monks. If you hang the smiling てるてる坊主 from your window, it will stop the rain and bring sunshine instead.

If you are all going on a school outing, make them and hang them up the day before!
New words and phrases:

天気、晴れ、雨、曇り、いい天気、そう、　〜ですね

晴れ　ですね／　雨　ですね　／　曇り　ですね　／　いい天気ですね ／　そう　ですね
Making Teru teru bo-zu:
Give pupils 2 tissue papers each and a piece of woollen string.

First of all, roll up a piece of tissue paper into a ball.

Then place the ball in the centre of another flat tissue paper.

Pull the tissue paper like this. Tie it. Draw smiling face!

Kanji quiz:

雨 is rain. (It looks like raindrops falling down from the sky, doesn’t it?)
日is a symbol of the sun.　青 is blue.　晴 is sunny.  The sun + blue = sunny!
日 is the sun.　雲 is a symbol for a cloud.　曇 is cloudy weather. The sun is above cloud.

Sing a Japanese frog songかえるのうた: （輪唱）

♪かえるのうたが　きこえてくるよ　

グワグワグワグワ　ゲロゲロゲロゲロ　グワグワグワ♪
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Teru teru bozu dolls are used as a means of willing the rain to stop. It is said that
if the smiling doll is hung from your doorway, the rain will cease and the sun will
shine.

If there’s an important day coming‘ up such as a school outing and children don't
‘want it to rain, then they may also make a rain doll and hang it up. It is said that
the smiling face works wonders!

The word teru teru bozu means, ‘shine, shine, shaven head’ and is a reference to
the bald heads of Buddhist monks who live in Japan.

Making a teru teru bozu
1. Place a ping pong ball, or a ball of cotton wool in the centre -
of a square of white material/ crepe paper.

ping pong ball,
or cotton wool &

2. Pull the material tight around the ball and secure with wool/
string. Leave an overlap of string as this is how you will hang up
your doll.

3. Draw on a smiling face and hang up! Your teru teru bozu is now
ready to deter the rain!
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Do you hear the song of the frog
Calling to you from afar?

Gwa gwa gwa gwa

Gero gero gero gero

Gwa gwa gwa gwa
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