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Mind the Gap
Teachers bridge the sectoral divide at 2001 Symposium on Japanese Language Education
Over 160 teachers of Japanese from 21
countries gathered at the Kaetsu Centre in
New Hall College, University of Cambridge,
from September 7 to 9 to attend the 2001
Symposium on Japanese Language
Education, which incorporated the 6th
European Symposium on Japanese Language
Education and the 4th Annual Conference of
the British Association for Teaching
Japanese as a Foreign Language (BATJ).
The focus of the event, organised by BATJ as
part of Japan 2001, was the question of how
to bridge a perceived gap between the
secondary and tertiary sectors in Japanese
language education. As the symposium was
co-ordinated in conjunction with both the
Association of Japanese Language Teachers
in Europe and the Association for Language
Learning’s Japanese Language Committee, it
provided an unprecedented opportunity for
teachers in different sectors and from
various countries to exchange information
and share ideas.
The keynote speech was delivered by
Professor Ueno Tazuko of Tokyo Woman’s
Christian University. Addressing the
symposium’s main theme of MultiDimensional Japanese Language Education,
Professor Ueno drew on her extensive
experience to describe significant changes in
the approach to teaching Japanese as a
foreign language, both in Japan and
overseas. She noted that since the state of
Japanese language teaching varied greatly
from place to place, it was essential to take
the particular circumstances of each country
into account when considering how best to
improve communication between sectors.
Although one approach was the development
of a national framework for teaching
Japanese, such as exists in the US, Professor
Ueno stressed that it was important to
consider a range of options. She felt that
efforts must be made by each sector to raise
their awareness of the actual situation in the
other, if the knowledge gained by pupils in
schools was not to go to waste. “As
teachers,” she concluded, “we have a
responsibility to develop a programme which
has continuity through different stages. To
do this, we need to exchange ideas with one
another and learn from the experience of
other countries.”
A presentation on Teaching Japanese
language in Australia: links and lacunas by
Ms Robyn Spence-Brown from Monash
University in Australia gave participants the
opportunity to do just that. Ms Spence-

Lydia Morey updates delegates on Japanese language teaching in the UK secondary sector

Brown, whose experience spans the primary,
secondary and tertiary sectors, began by
explaining that Australia had the second
highest number of learners of Japanese in
the world, 96% of whom are studying in the
primary and secondary sectors. Since the
majority of students taking Japanese courses
in higher education have already studied the
language for between 5 and 7 years at
school, she added, Australian universities
have had to change their perspective to
cater for students with existing knowledge.
To illustrate this point, she described the
Japanese programme at Monash University,
which has developed multiple entry and exit
points in response to the increasing
diversification of student backgrounds and
competencies. Nevertheless, there were still
discontinuities between sectors, she noted,
and these often stemmed from a lack of
contact between teachers in secondary and
higher education. “I believe that both sides
have a lot to learn from each other and it is
essential to have mechanisms for
information sharing and co-operation such
as teachers’ associations. One of the best
ways to bridge the gap between sectors is
through joint projects where teachers are
working together towards a common goal.”
A panel discussion on the theme Opening the
Dialogue: What can the secondary and tertiary
sectors learn from each other? enabled
delegates to discuss how best to move
forward in order to bridge the sectoral
divide. Panellists included teachers in both
the secondary and higher education sectors,
representing the UK, France, Germany and
Australia. After presentations on the state of

Japanese Language Education in each of
these countries, members of the audience
put forward a range of concrete suggestions
for action, including the creation of a
Europe-wide framework for standards in
Japanese language teaching and the setting
up of a joint working group with teachers
from both sectors, with the possible
mediation of the Japan Foundation.
Among participants from the secondary
sector was Rakesh Dixit, who teaches
Japanese at Walkden High School and
Language College in Worsley. He felt that the
symposium had provided “a rare and valuable
opportunity to meet teachers in the tertiary
sector as well as to learn about exciting
resource bank projects.” He also found it
fascinating to hear about developments in
Japanese Language Education in Australia.
Harumi Horie from the University of Limerick
in Ireland commented, “It was extremely
useful to be able to exchange information
with other teachers, not just from Europe
but from all over the world – it made me
realise that the problems I face are not
unique. Also, after teaching for a while it’s
easy to stop being innovative, but listening
to presentations by other teachers has really
inspired me to introduce new ideas into my
teaching.”
At BATJ’s Annual General Meeting, held
during the symposium it was decided that
Kazuko Sorensen of Royal Holloway,
University of London, would take over from
Kazumi Tanaka as Chair. For further details
about BATJ, please visit the website at:
www.batj.org.uk.

Teachers enjoy Role Reversal

Urawa Summer Course

Sixteen teachers attended this year’s Summer Refresher
Course, which took place at the Nihongo Centre from
July 16 to 20. Participants, who were divided into
three groups according to level, received intensive
training from a team of five teachers, led by the
Centre’s Chief Advisor, Naoyuki Kitani.
Armelle Stephant, who teaches Japanese at Millais
School, was attending the Refresher Course for the
second time: “It’s really the only opportunity I get to
speak Japanese with adult native speakers in context,” she
explains, adding “What I liked about the course was that it
seemed to fall into two distinct parts – the first enabling me to
consolidate structures and vocabulary that I already knew, and the
second introducing new language. I especially valued being able to
ask questions on the spot.”

For the first time this year, a three-week summer
training programme for teachers was held at the
Japan Foundation’s Language Institute in Urawa in
July. Designed to brush up language skills as well as
enhancing understanding of Japanese society and
culture, the programme proved popular with the four
participants from the UK. Flights to and from Japan
were generously sponsored by the Great Britain
Sasakawa Foundation and Japan Airlines.
Sally Benson, who started teaching Japanese at Tavistock
College in Devon in September comments, “In addition to
studying the language in formal lessons – a first for me as I picked
up all my Japanese in Japan – the teachers also demonstrated
different ways of teaching topics and specific grammar points.
Suggestions came from other members of my class too, and it was an
excellent opportunity to get ideas from experienced teachers.” She
was also positive about the cultural programme and gained invaluable
insights into youth culture during a resource-gathering trip to a local
Junior High School.
The course also inspired enthusiasm among experienced teachers such
as Sian Hanlon, Head of Japanese at Hendon School: “The fact that
the classes were small meant that everyone could participate fully. I
really felt that the course served both to improve my Japanese and to
stimulate my enthusiasm for the country, and for teaching the
language back in the UK. Having the opportunity to focus on my own
language skills was invaluable. A very productive and extremely
enjoyable programme that I would definitely recommend to all
Japanese teachers out there!”

Enomoto sensei in action during the Summer Refresher Course

It was also the first real exposure to Japanese that Marianne Arnot
had had since she learnt to speak the language in Japan several years
ago. As she takes up a position at Aldercar Community School in
Nottingham this month, the course couldn’t have come at a better
time: “I really appreciated having a number of different teachers and
being able to observe a range of teaching styles.”
Jane Rutherford from Queen Mary’s High School,Walsall, found the
course useful in that the topic areas covered were based on those
that she needed to teach in class: “I also found the use of different
media very stimulating,” she adds. “As a teacher, you rarely have the
chance to study yourself and the Refresher Course provides a
wonderful opportunity to do just that.”

The British participants relax during a two-day trip to Nikko

house really interesting, as most of the
decoration and ornaments were Japanese. The
food and eating habits were quite different
from what I had expected and I learnt a lot
of new expressions at mealtimes.”

Annual Support
Programmes
It’s time to start thinking about your
applications for the Japan Foundation
Annual Support Programmes such as
the Materials Donation Programme
and our Teacher Training Programmes
in Japan. We’ve listed the key
language-related programmes on the
enclosed insert, but please contact us
to request a full list of guidelines
and application forms. Further
information can also be found on the
Japan Foundation’s Tokyo website at:
www.jpf.go.jp/e/about/program/index
.html. All non-language programmes
are handled by the Japan Foundation
London Office, tel: 020 7499 4726;
email: admin@japanfdnldn.org.uk.
The application deadline for all
programmes is Saturday, December 1,
2001.
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The Homestay UK programme, jointly run by
the Nihongo Centre and JFET (Japan Festival
Education Trust) as a core education project
for Japan 2001, has proved extremely
successful, with 54 homestays having taken
place so far. The programme gives many
school-aged learners of Japanese their first
opportunity to practise the language in a
‘real’ context, while gaining insights into
Japanese family life and culture.
Alex Purdy, aged 13, has studied Japanese at
Aldercar Community School in Nottingham for
a year and a half. The weekend he spent with
the Honda family in Putney was the first time
he had been able to put his language skills to
the test. “I was a bit afraid to speak at first,”
he explains, “but once I got used to the
environment I was much more confident
about using Japanese. The family corrected
me too, which helped a lot. I found the

Helen Gilhooly, who teaches Japanese at
Aldercar, has already noticed the impact of
the programme on Alex. “He was very excited
before the weekend and he had already had
several e-mail ‘conversations’ with the
Japanese boy he was going to stay with,”
she comments. “He asked me lots of
questions and used the Homestay UK booklet
to learn phrases by heart. His confidence has
really improved as a result of the weekend,
and he now plays a much more active part in
class. He doesn’t just see Japanese as a
school subject any more – it’s actually
spoken by people and he can join in too!”
Homestay UK was launched in May 2001 and
will continue until March 2002. It is open to
students aged 11 to 19 and to teachers of
Japanese. To find out more or to register
interest contact the Homestay UK Coordinator Kazuko Sato on 020 7630 8696 or
by email: hsuk@jfet.org.uk.

Class Acts

Digital
Resources Pilot
near completion

“I was looking for a language that would
give them experience of a different culture,
a different script, a new challenge, a
totally non-European style grammar.”
“It’s really different... It’s also really good
to have on your CV.”

The Key Stage 3 pilot project funded by
the Department for Education and Skills,
which is being carried out in partnership
between the BBC and the Nihongo Centre,
is now nearing completion. The aim of the
project was to create digital resources for
beginners learning Japanese in the Key
Stage 3 age-group and the resulting
website: Tobu, developed with specialist
teachers of Japanese as scripters, has
been piloted by a number of schools and
independent learners around England and
Wales since January.

“As long as we enjoy it we can keep
ourselves motivated.”
“It’s just led to so many things that I
couldn’t imagine doing otherwise.”
“Here is an opportunity for people to
widen their horizons.”
“I’m only beginning to understand really
what a powerful tool it is within the
curriculum.”
These are the just some of the comments
made by teachers and learners of Japanese
when interviewed for the Class Acts video,
part of the Nihongo Centre’s contribution to
Japan 2001. The one year project, which
involved shooting 70 hours of classroom
footage and collecting interviews from 20
schools across the country, aims to show the
range of teaching styles and good practice
that exists in Japanese teaching in the UK
secondary sector today. It is hoped that the
video will provide inspiration for both
experienced and trainee teachers as well as
informing curriculum planners about the
potential of Japanese and the practicalities
of introducing the subject in schools.
The editorial team selected 24 focus areas as
a framework for the video. These range from

Ben Stainer, Tile Hill Wood School

planning issues such as Why teach Japanese?
to aspects of classroom practice, including
Target Language, Teaching the four skills, and
Integrating ICT. Each topic is explored
through a series of short clips from the
classroom backed up by comments from
teachers and learners. Although participants
at the BATJ Symposium have already seen a
preview of the material, the video will be
formally launched at an evening reception at
the Nihongo Centre on October 17, following
Edexcel’s AS/A2 Level INSET Day. Teachers
and interested colleagues are welcome to
join us in celebrating the launch. Please call
Sally Lewis on 020 7838 9955 if you would
like to attend.
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Let your imagination take off!
JA FLIG
It’s not too late to
PA H
enter Flights of Fancy,
The British Airways Japanese Speech
N T

Flights of Fancy

Contest for Schools organised by ALL’s
Japanese Language Committee (JLC).

Don’t let your students miss out on this wonderful
opportunity to practise their spoken Japanese with the
great incentive of winning free flights to Japan. You might
want to get a group of interested pupils together at lunch,
breaktime or after school to work on their speeches. Pupils can interpret
the theme Perfect Day in any way they like – they could describe a
memorable occasion; an unforgettable holiday; a meeting with a famous person; a
fantastic journey; a school or family outing; a move to a new house, country or
school; making a new friend; or a trip to Japan – real or imaginary!
Speeches will be judged in three categories: World Traveller (Years 7 to
9), Club World (Years 10 to 13 - pre GCSE) and First (Year 10 onwards –
post GCSE). Eighteen finalists will present their speeches live at the
Finals Day, hosted by BA at their impressive Waterside Building on
Monday December 10. The best speaker in each category will win two free
flights to Japan and the British Airways Flag Award for Schools and there
will be lots of other prizes for runners up. Plans for the day include a series
of themed environments where pupils will be able to eat club class meals in a
restaurant and take their seats in a mock cabin, guided by Japanese-speaking flight
attendants crew – as well as Japanese-style entertainment.
You’ll find an application form and poster for Flights of Fancy inside this issue of Mado – for
further information, visit the JLC website at www.jlcweb.org.uk or contact Caroline Lewis on
020 7379 3934 ; email: cml@japanesematters.co.uk. Don’t forget, the deadline for entries is
Monday October 15.

The website, which includes core content,
resources and practice activities now
contains twelve units of work, sufficient
to cover the whole of a year of study for
able pupils. The resource includes a huge
number of sound files recorded by
Japanese speakers and video clips
purpose-recorded in Japan in 2001.
Language and vocabulary are presented
through animated graphics, interactive
games and quizzes and the course also
provides an extensive reference section.
Feedback has been very positive so far
and, while it is clear that different users
prefer different elements of the site, there
does appear to be something for everyone.
Pupils like the colourful aspects of the
resource and enjoy the character-driven
narrative of the units. Learners of
different abilities appreciate the ability to
work at their own pace and since the site
is available through the Internet, they can
work on it at home as well as in class and
in the school self-study area.
Teachers are beginning to develop
interesting ways of integrating the
website into their practice, some taking
their class to the network room and
supporting individuals at their own
machines; others using a digital projector
to arrange a whole-class session. In one
lesson on the topic ‘members of the
family,’ a teacher used a projector and
electronic whiteboard linked to the
website to present new vocabulary by
clicking on pictures in a photo album
linked to sound files. Pupils then took it
in turns to select appropriate pictures
prompted by the teacher; they instantly
heard a voice recording from the
website to confirm (or
correct!) their choice.
A general conclusion has
been that the site has
great potential as a
teacher and learner resource,
both in and outside the
classroom, but that on-line
learning works best when learners
have at least occasional access to a
teacher too. Discussions are ongoing
about the possibility of making the
resources available after the end of the
pilot period, so watch this space!
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Making a speech in Japanese
Aims
To enable pupils to develop and practise
discrete elements of a speech, either
individually, in pairs or in groups
To enable pupils to produce any element of
their speech in any order, cutting down
reliance on memorisation and encouraging
spontaneity

2

Expression of opinions

To boost confidence in speaking and free
pupils from too much reliance on the written
word

As summarised in the table below, there are
a variety of expressions of opinion which
pupils can use. Encourage your pupils to

Speaking with Dice

make good use of
sentences with the different types of
expressions of opinion listed, for example:

Pupils brainstorm on the content of their
speech and come up with six main points.
Hand out photocopies of page 5 (designed
for the topic My Town) which pupils can
trace to produce a blank outline of a dice.
Pupils draw pictures on each face of the dice
adding key words or phrases to represent
each main point of the speech they are
3
preparing. Photos and other authentic
materials can also be used.
Pupils cut, fold and stick the sheet to make
a dice. Taking turns to throw it, pupils start
generating sentences for their speech,
prompted by whatever image comes up.

Justification of opinions
Pupils should also practise using
conjunctions of causal relationship in order
to justify opinions (see table). For example:

Once students can confidently produce
sentences relating to all the faces of the
dice, practise linking the sentences using
one or more of the structures outlined below.

1

Use of conjunctions
Conjunctions have an important role to play
when making a speech as they help to
clarify the relationship between individual
sentences and paragraphs. In particular,
pupils should be familiar with the use of
conjunctions to express time sequences,
opposition, addition and causal relationships
as well as for providing examples and
paraphrasing. I have listed examples in the
table below. For example:

With speaking becoming an assessed
component of the Japanese GCSE from
2003 and the recent launch of Flights
of Fancy, JLC’s Japanese speech
contest for secondary schools, this
term seems to be a particularly good
time to focus on how to prepare your
pupils for making a speech in
Japanese. Breaking a speech down
into small units and representing
these with visual prompts is an
effective way of making the whole
process of preparing and making a
speech less daunting. I would like to
introduce this approach with an
activity called Speaking with Dice,
which I hope will help your pupils to
practise and develop their speaking
and speech-making skills. This
approach can be adapted for use at
any level.
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Extension
The outline on page 5 can also be used flat
as a visual memo when actually making a
speech. In this case, the introductory part of
the speech should be shown on the top face
of the dice, the main points that pupils
want to develop illustrated in different
colours on the third, fourth and fifth faces
and the conclusion on the bottom face.

CONJUNCTIONS

EXPRESSION OF OPINIONS

Time sequence

Basic expressions

Opposition

Addition

Extension

Paraphrase

Explaining with an example

Causal relation

Further expressions

TEACHER’S PAGE PAGE 5

BATJ Update

AS Japanese Day
On July 2, Queen Mary’s High School hosted
an AS Level Japanese Day, a workshop
supported by ALL’s Japanese Language
Committee and the Nihongo Centre. It was a
great opportunity to discuss this year’s AS
Level paper in depth and to share approaches
to planning, teaching and learning.
The day began with a discussion of the new
specification in practice, looking at the
amount of language and knowledge to be
covered during the year and the test types.
Although inevitably some concerns were
raised, it was clear that in the long-term
teachers see the benefits of the new AS Level.

Although the main focus of BATJ’s
activities this year was the 2001
Symposium on Japanese Language
Education in Cambridge (described in
detail on the front cover), the summer
was also busy with a number of workshops
and seminars. In June, Kitani sensei gave
two one-day workshops for BATJ members
in Edinburgh and London. The seminars
consisted of two parts, the first on the
contents of the GCSE and A Level
Japanese examinations, including details
such as the syllabi, criteria and type of
questions and the second exploring
approaches to teaching listening
comprehension to learners of Japanese,
introducing some recent cognitivelinguistic findings. On July 7, over 20
people attended a lecture by Professor
Machiko Netsu from ICU in Tokyo. The
focus of the event, jointly organised by

BATJ and the Nihongo Centre, was the
Study Tour and Professor Netsu spoke from
personal experience, as she is responsible
for ICU’s one-year Japanese course for
exchange students from abroad. Her
detailed presentation covered both
practical issues such as course content and
assessment as well as addressing other
aspects such as pastoral care and how to
prepare students before they go to Japan.
Among the participants was Dr Barbara
Pizziconi, Lecturer in Japanese at SOAS,
who found the seminar both stimulating
and entertaining. She particularly valued
the ‘insider-view’ which Professor Netsu
was able to provide and commented: “I
have learnt a lot from today’s seminar and
I hope this will keep the discussion going
among us to make our programmes ever
more successful and the students’
experience ever more significant.”

Lydia Morey led a session on bridging the
gap from GCSE and developing AS skills,
while Kitani sensei yet again demonstrated
innovative and accessible means of helping
students get to grips with the 400 set
characters. Other subjects covered included
teaching language through topics and using
a mixed skill approach.
This workshop was made possible by Queen
Mary’s Language College status and the
school’s commitment to training. Schoolbased workshops can be arranged relatively
easily and with small contributions from
participants can often be self-financing.
I would encourage anyone thinking of
running a similar event to contact the JLC
or the Nihongo Centre, or to post a message
on the JLE-UK mailing list.
Jane Rutherford, Queen Mary’s High School,
Walsall
Mado welcomes further comments from
schools on this year’s exam papers as well as
ideas for future workshops.

The University of Durham
The Department of East
Asian Studies (DEAS), University of
Durham, first offered Japanese as an option in
1981, as a minor in 1989 and as a major in
1992. Growth has continued and students now
have access to fourteen named degrees, two
of which are single honours and the remainder
having Japanese as a major. The second-year
abroad is a keystone to all language degrees,
and the Department has links with eight
Japanese universities to which students are
sent on the basis of mutual exchange.
DEAS has also expanded the range of
postgraduate degrees and, in addition to oneyear language diplomas and MAs on East
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Asian area studies, taught MAs are also
offered, often incorporating the expertise of
several different departments. As part of the
MA in Translation, for example, students can
take modules at DEAS in conjunction with
translation theory or pragmatics at the
Department of Linguistics. Those studying for
the MA in Teaching Japanese as a Second
Language can opt for modules such as general
teaching practice and methodology at the
School of Education and computer-assisted
learning at the Department of Linguistics
alongside the Japanese-specific content
provided by DEAS, which includes topics such
as the Foundation of Japanese Linguistics and
a project whereby students can create their

own
teaching materials.
DEAS is looking forward to welcoming
Professor Toshiko Ishida as a Japan
Foundation-supported Visiting Professor in
the early part of 2002. An international
expert on teaching Japanese as a second
language, Professor Ishida will work
intensively with students on the MA in
Teaching Japanese as a Second Language.

Our resource focus this term is on the Mirai course. We
are delighted to have a preview of Stages 3 & 4
written by one of the authors and many thanks to our
reviewer of the existing course, Roland Polastro.
Late night openings of the library will continue in
September, but we have not had as much take-up of
this service as hoped, so do make sure you come in
on Thursdays if you’d like late openings to
continue!
Our web-based catalogue can now be searched by
skills, level and type of resources - see insert and

visit the updated Library Page on our website
(www.nihongocentre.org.uk) to check it out. Finally,
we have produced a new Users’ Guide for the Library.
Please let us know if you would like to receive a copy.
For general library enquiries, please
contact the Librarian, Françoise Simmons on
020 7838 9955 or send an email to
francoise@nihongocentre.org.uk.
Library holidays this term are:
September 24, October 8, November 23,
December 24 to 26 and 31.

Preview of Mirai
Stages 3 & 4

Mirai

Having been asked for many years by
teachers of Japanese to recommend a
textbook that could be used as a bridging
course for secondary students who plan to
continue their studies in the sixth form,
the authors of Mirai decided to produce
Stages 3 and 4, which we hope will fill
this gap. Due to be published in
November, the full-colour text is written
to appeal to Key Stage 4 pupils and is
suitable for GCSE.

No Japanese textbook is perfect and I don’t
imagine the authors themselves would
make such an assertion about Mirai, but
the imminent completion of the entire sixstage course will be warmly welcomed by
all teachers of the language.

The nine main units of Course Book
content are set around the adventures of
a famous teenage band called The Bugs,
who spend six months performing and
exploring many different places in Japan.
Having studied Japanese at school,
members of the band are able to enjoy
their experience in Japan to the full.
Individual units incorporate a wide
variety of genres, including storyboards,
letters, faxes, diary extracts, newspaper
clippings and magazine interviews. A
tenth unit includes two plays, instructions
for making Japanese crafts and a recipe
for a Japanese dish. Each unit contains an
illustrated page written in simple
Japanese which explains interesting
aspects of Japanese culture. The Course
Book introduces 33 kanji, with 18 more
as an extension in the Activity Book.
Plain form is introduced very gradually
and the textbook is written in both masu
form and plain form as appropriate. Full
mastery of plain form is not expected.
The Bugs have their own website in the
book which relates their experiences and is
illustrated with photographs. This website
is also a real website where students can
find help with understanding the course
material and a host of other information.
In addition, there is a linked website
(www.longman.com.au/mirai/index/html)
where students can find activities
designed to give instant feedback on their
understanding of sentence structures and
vocabulary.
The Mirai Stage 3 & 4 course includes an
Activity Book; CDs and a Teacher’s Book.
It will be available in London from early
November.
Miwa Groves-Moriwaki, co-author of Mirai
Stage 2 and Mirai Stages 3 & 4.

Review by Roland Polastro.
Roland was Head of Japanese at Whitgift
School from 1970 to 2001.

As is becoming increasingly apparent, the
Australian syllabi are very similar to our
own, making Mirai highly suitable for all of
us teaching to GCSE or even to AS and A
Level. Anyone who had mastered the
structures of the first four parts of the
course would find themself fully prepared
for the GCSE examination in terms of
grammar and he or she would have a more
than adequate vocabulary. As for Books 5
and 6, there is a great deal that is relevant
to the topic areas specified for AS and A –
nearly all the grammatical structures
appear and the register of language is just
what is required to improve pupils’ reading
and comprehension skills at this level. The
one major drawback (and this applies to all
Australian textbooks) is an excessive coyness
in introducing the kanji. This is not the fault
of the authors, mind you, as they are simply
following a prescribed syllabus.
Mirai is a well-constructed piece of work.
The pace at which structures are introduced
is round about ‘andante ma non troppo’ but
if you’ve got very bright pupils, there is
nothing to stop you going for ‘allegro con
brio’. The lay-out is clear, varied, and, at
least in Books 1 and 2, attractive and
colourful. The use of romaji under, or next
to, the hiragana text may offend the
purists*, but in the early stages it offers the
learner significant support and makes the
task of mastering an alien script less
daunting. Grammatical explanation is lucid
and sympathetically conveyed; indeed this
aspect I would describe as outstanding. The
‘cultural awareness’ sections are admirable
and there are plenty of them. The recording
is of a high quality, reasonably well acted,
but lacking the zip, high comedy and joie de
vivre of Kimono Books 1 and 2. There is
more than enough material in the Course
Book itself, but slower learners will benefit
from the supplementary tasks contained in
the Activity Book and the Teacher’s Book,
the latter being helpful without being

patronising and very clearly presented.
I have to say I would not wish to start my
11-year old pupils on Mirai, despite the
praise above. The make-believe characters all
look at least 16 and certainly sound like it
on tape. The whole thing is a bit too adult,
or young-adult and for younger pupils could
never have the appeal of the Kimono course.
However I would certainly consider this new
book were I teaching 14 or 15-year old
beginners. Furthermore, most of us have
long felt that Kimono Book 3 is the least
successful of the three textbooks and I am
sorely tempted to replace it with Mirai Books
3 and 4, which dovetail pretty well with the
first two books of Kimono. Others may feel
the same.
My direct experience of this new course has
been teaching selected parts of Books 5 and
6. The colour has gone and at times it all
seems a bit relentless, but there is some
humour, the grammatical explanation is as
clear as ever, and the level is just what you
want (apart from the kanji!). So
congratulations to Meg Evans and her
collaborators on producing an intelligent,
helpful and professionally produced
textbook. It deserves to succeed and
something tells me it will.
* Editor’s Note: The text is accompanied by
a red-tinted overlay which can be used to
hide the romaji when pupils are ready to
read without support.
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Japan 2001 is now well
under way, having already
inspired a huge range of
activities and
initiatives. Among
them are some
groundbreaking
language-related events, which provide the
focus for this issue of Mado. The BATJ
Symposium in Cambridge was an undisputed
highlight, bringing together teachers of
Japanese from all over Europe and beyond for
a stimulating programme which had
communication between sectors as its main
theme. Unveiled for the first time at the event
was another Japan 2001 project, Class Acts,
which the Nihongo Centre has produced to
disseminate best practice in Japanese teaching
in the UK secondary sector – copies will be
available very soon. Also high on the agenda
this term is Flights of Fancy, the speech
contest for secondary schools organised by JLC
which, thanks to generous sponsorship from
British Airways, could see your pupils winging
their way to Japan next year. To give you an
extra boost, Kitani sensei introduces some
approaches to preparing speeches on the
Teacher’s Pages. Mirai is our resource focus for
the Library Page and we’re delighted to have a
sneak preview of Stages 3 and 4 from one of
the authors. Finally, don’t forget that Japan
2001 goes on till next March, so there’s still
plenty of time to take part!

BEGINNERS’ JAPANESE AT BIRKBECK
From 2 October
New course established by Birkbeck College
and the Alpha Language Institute London.
Contact: The School of Languages,
Linguistics & Culture on 020 7631 6117 or
email apli@sllc.bbk.ac.uk.

FLIGHTS OF FANCY
15 October
Deadline for entries to the BA Japanese
Speech Contest for Secondary Schools,
organised by JLC as part of Japan 2001.
Finals Day on Monday December 10
includes an exciting programme of
speaking-related activities. Contact
Caroline Lewis on 020 7379 3934 or
email: cml@japanesematters.co.uk.

EDEXCEL AS/A LEVEL TRAINING DAY
17 October 9.30 – 4pm
Bookings: Inset dept 020 7758 5620.

CLASS ACTS VIDEO LAUNCH &
URAWA SHORT COURSE FEEDBACK
17 October, 5.30pm – 8pm
Teachers’ review of the Urawa short course
leading into the launch party for Class Acts
with highlights from the video and
refreshments. Booking essential.
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LIFT OFF!
20 November
The latest in our series of training days for
native-speaking teachers of Japanese
focusing on ideas for effective pair & group
work, drilling, visual aids and games.

HEADSTART 2002
Wednesday 23 – Friday 25 January
An intensive introduction to Japanese and
the issues associated with teaching it, for
Heads of Modern Foreign Languages and
senior managers.

SCHOOLS’ RESOURCES DAY
(WITH JFET AND THE JAPAN FORUM)
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28 February
A day of resource ideas including a chance
to explore the latest GCSE materials being
created by the Nihongo Centre as well as
ideas for using the Japan Forum’s exciting
new photographic resource, DEAI (free sets
will be given to all teachers attanding).

JAPANESE SIXTH FORM WEEKEND
22 – 24 March
The annual residential immersion course in
the New Forest for pupils in Years 11, 12
and 13. For further details, contact Lydia
Morey on 029 204 93997.
Unless otherwise stated, all events take place at the
Nihongo Centre. Please call 020 7838 9955 for
further details.
THE NIHONGO CENTRE NEWSLETTER
Editor: Caroline Lewis Design: François Hall
Published by

THE JAPAN FOUNDATION
LONDON LANGUAGE CENTRE
27 Knightsbridge, London SW1X 7QT
Telephone: 020 7838 9955 Fax: 020 7838 9966
Website: www.nihongocentre.org.uk

