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Most people are naturally inclined to avoid fear and terror, but the protagonist of Marebito, Masuoka, is convinced that the experience of terror holds the key to a kind of transcendental knowledge and seeking it out becomes something of an obsession. A freelance cameraman, he begins to retrace the steps that led him one night to the scene of a violent suicide in a subway tunnel which he films and then views repeatedly looking for some kind of clue.  His fascination, fuelled by the increasingly haunting expression on the suicidal man’s face, leads him on a subterranean journey where he encounters a naked girl-beast in a mythical underground world hidden beneath Tokyo. 

The film takes a strange turn from here on in, as the story loses its initial thread and the force of the lead character’s initial obsession turns toward his newly acquired pet, whom he discovers has a vampire-like need for sustenance in the form of blood in order to survive. Masuoka becomes increasingly distanced from reality as his obsession begins to take over. Realising the futility of his efforts to domesticate her, he solemnly admits “I began to treat her less like a person and more like an animal.” It may not be too far-fetched to suppose the director is partaking in a little social commentary here, or is alternately using his story to capitalise on a fairly recent, very well reported series of cases of parent inflicted child abuse that has riled and terrified many in Japan.
In any case, the hapless Masuoka is driven to kill in order that his she-beast survive, although from here on in, much like the character of Masuoka, the story seems to lose the plot completely and contents itself with illustrating the protagonists’ slow descent into unreality. Finally, Masuoka is compelled to return with his keep to the place where he found her; only this time she is leading him –to what fate I will not suffer to guess. 

Ramblers

Based on a story by manga artist Yoshiharu Tsuge this oddball comedy traces the offbeat and totally spontaneous ramblings of two young aspiring directors who find themselves accidentally in each other’s company after a mutual colleague fails to arrive for a rendezvous. The two react to each other coldly at first but over the course of the next few days as they happen across a whole host of characters in real-life situations in a small, seaside town in the midst of the off-season, they gradually begin to open up. in an a-typical Japan we rarely see in film. At an old style inn they are outwitted and drunk dry by their foreign host who they are shocked to find speaks fluent Japanese. Next day they strike out for windswept pebble-strewn sea coast where they strike up a friendship with a mysterious and alluring young girl who seems even more directionless and spontaneous in her ramblings than they are. The two new friends now become mutually infatuated with the girl as they take her under their wing, but after a brief stay at another inn, she exits the story just as suddenly and unexpectedly as when she first appeared. They later discover with some incredulity that she was a high-school student attending a local school. One of the charms of this film is that it offers a glimpse of some scenes of real life in Japan that we don’t often see on screen; the cheap tourist-dive restaurants, observations of dodgy small-time criminals, scenes of poverty and sickness at one of the run-down family inns that the friends stay at, as well as more familiar, wholesome settings like traditional inns, family sit-down dinners, karaoke bars and small-town street scenes. 
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