Japan Foundation Organised Event

Makoto Nomura: His Most Unconventional World of Art – Talk and Workshop
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A talk and workshop was held by the award-winning Japanese composer of contemporary music, Makoto Nomura, on the evening of 1st July 2004 at the Japan Foundation in London.  The talk included video footage of the artist’s past projects where he has been engaged in workshops in a number of schools, and was followed by a workshop where participants created improvised music using everyday objects they had brought with them.  The event was attended by about 30 UK professionals from the fields of music and art education.  

Selected comments from participants:

“Makoto Nomura’s “His most Unconventional World of Art” workshop at the Japan Foundation was interesting for several reasons. As a fellow composer it was fascinating to witness another artist’s work and in this case a man’s work that was in direct contrast to my own. It was a mixture of musical improvisation and movement resonating certain forms of performance art with a witty humour always just under the surface. His presentation of work looked at prominent questions from the last fifty years about what art actually is and its function. The workshop was funny and spontaneous and definitely could easily fit into the premise of ‘outreach educational’ projects in schools. Though not always clear as to his intentions for his work or indeed for the time that we were with him as he didn’t necessarily ‘lead’ the workshop but instead waited for suggestions the evening nevertheless was enjoyable and interesting. A lovely man full of energy for life.”

Phillip Neil Martin, Composer

"Trying to communicate with animals and children by music... watching Makoto's past projects on video, I thought what a free man he was!  In order to be like him, we have to undo the existing ready-made concepts and ideas inside us.  I learned a valuable lesson from Makoto and he inspired me a lot!"

Noriko Aida, Actor

