Japan Foundation Organised Event

Japanese Theatre from Modern to Contemporary and its Prospects

23rd February 2005

Venue:The Japan Foundation

This event was the first of the Japanese Performing Arts: Here, Then and the Future series attracting many theatre practitioners and university staff to join in the debate regarding the world of Japanese theatre. “Japanese Theatre from Modern to Contemporary and its Prospects” offered an insight not only into movements within Japanese theatre but also the changes in society that influenced these changes. Tanioka addressed social trends in the 1980s – the Cold War and the Economic Boom, and the shift in the 1990s with the economic recession and ensuing Social Polarization. His exploration of “The Attic” – a play with several seemingly unrelated episodes acted out in a claustrophobic wooden box about those who are “withdrawn” into their room was an interesting insight into some of the contemporary issues that are being dealt with by some members of Japanese society in what is no longer an exclusively middle-class society as it is sometimes conveniently portrayed. This insight into contemporary theatre was back dropped by the expertise of Dr. Brian Powell who provided a framework into Japanese Modern Theatre as well as raising issues such as the role of Kabuki in Modern Japan.

