Instal. 04: Brave New Music

Date: 16 – 17 October 2004

Venue: Arches Theatre, Glasgow
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People can argue about whether Japan really is different to the UK, but what is surely true is that there is much about it that is mysterious and exotic to British eyes (and ears). What also is without question is that many more people than me find this exciting and positive. The fourth Instal live music event in Glasgow confirmed both these things. Throughout I was amazed not just by the other-worldly sounds on offer, but also by the rare and reverential silence with which the packed audience listened, and by the rapturous applause at the end.           
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Instal was a two-day event seeking to “open eyes and expand musical horizons”. It brought to the Arches some of the most influential and experimental musicians around. A number came from Japan and were playing in the UK for the first time. They showed off all the things I’d come to expect from Japanese performers. From the blistering feedback and sky-scraping solos of psychedelic rockers Vajra, to the serious young men of Exias-J who played improvised music that sounded like a guitar string being slowly tightened for 30 minutes. The highlight though and most extreme performance came from free-jazz saxophonist Masayoshi Urabe. To describe the sounds he made I would say that all I could think of during his performance was the stuttering and gargling breathing of a dying man.

Not everything was so good. Although his guitar sounded beautiful, Kan Mikami’s solo set reminded me of those sentimental songs you hear at the end of martial arts movies. Also I wished the volume for all the performers had been higher. 

These though are minor criticisms of a wonderful event that made me more fascinated by Japan than ever.    

Alasdair Fisher







