So you want to teach Japanese in a UK school?

Guidelines for Potential Teachers

As of early 2007, there were around 300 schools teaching Japanese in the UK, and the teaching of Japanese in UK schools has in recent years enjoyed steady growth. However, it can still be difficult to obtain a full-time position teaching Japanese in a UK secondary school. The main reason for this is that only a very small percentage of schools have enough Japanese on the curriculum to merit appointing a full-time teacher. It’s much more likely that a school will need either a part-time peripatetic teacher who can visit for a few hours a week or a teacher who can offer another teaching subject alongside Japanese (another language can be particularly useful if you find yourself attached to the Modern Foreign Language Department).

What Qualifications Do I Need to teach Japanese in the UK?

In order to teach in a state school, you will normally be expected to have obtained:

· GCSE English & Maths and possibly Science, or equivalent

· A degree

· Qualified Teaching Status (QTS) either in the form of a BEd (Bachelor of Education degree); a PGCE (Postgraduate Certificate in Education) or via a school-based training scheme. 

Note that schools in the independent sector are not bound by the same rules and can sometimes be more flexible.

How can I gain these Qualifications?

There are a number of routes you may take in order to gain the above qualifications:

1) Enrol on a PGCE course

You can apply to take a PGCE course. The University of Sheffield currently offers a PGCE course specialising in Japanese. However, it is also possible to qualify in another teaching subject and then offer Japanese as an additional teaching subject once you start applying for jobs. It is sometimes possible for trainee teachers of subjects other than Japanese to negotiate with their tutors to undertake one of their teaching practices at a school that offers Japanese. 

2) On-the-job training 

If for some reason you can’t take a PGCE, it is possible to qualify as a teacher via an employment-based route2, called School-Centred Initial Teacher Training (SCITT). To do this, you need to find a school that is willing to employ you and provide a teaching colleague who can act as a mentor to guide you through the course. You can find a list of institutions that offer SCITT on the Graduate Teacher Training Registry (GTTR). To be accepted onto this programme, your English will need to be of a sufficient standard to be able to undertake the course and complete written assignments. On successful completion of the course, you will be awarded QTS (Qualified Teacher Status). Another option for Japanese native speakers arriving with a teacher qualification from Japan is to enrol in the OTTP (Overseas Trained Teacher Programme). An overseas trained teacher is eligible to work in England as a temporary teacher for up to 4 years.  To continue teaching, he or she then needs to have QTS. To find out more about the OTTP, please see:
http://www.tda.gov.uk/Recruit/thetrainingprocess/typesofcourse/ottp.aspx 

Will any teaching qualifications I obtained in Japan be recognised?

Since 1989, the DfES only recognises teaching qualifications from EU countries. The best source of information for overseas trained teachers is the Teacher Training Agency’s Overseas Trained Teachers Advice line (details on contact list). 

Where can I look for Japanese Teaching posts?

· The Education section of the Guardian on a Tuesday (eG)

· The TES (Times Educational Supplement) on a Friday 

· The Japan Foundation London Language Centre (www.jpf.org.uk/language/)

      Our teaching vacancies page is regularly updated with details of Japanese teaching vacancies that we hear about.  You can also advertise your availability for work on our site.

What else can I do to strengthen my chances?

· Subscribe to jle-UK, the Japan Foundation’s email discussion list for teachers of Japanese and those involved in Japanese language education (http://www.jpf.org.uk/language/teaching_jle.php). This will help you to keep up-to-date with the issues specific to teaching Japanese at secondary level in the UK, and also gives you the opportunity to communicate with teachers of Japanese in the UK. Job vacancies are also posted here.
· Join ALL (The Association for Language Learners) which has a Japanese Language Committee. Their newsletter will keep you in touch with languages teaching in general and JLC often run a Japanese workshop programme at the annual conference. 
What if I’m in Japan?
Obviously, you can still access on-line advertisements but it can be quite hard to find work unless you are in the UK and available for interviews. Also, if you don’t have UK residency, you should bear in mind that you will need to ask any potential employer to apply for a work permit for you.

If you are currently teaching at a Japanese Junior or senior High School, you may be interested to find out more about the REX programme. The REX Programme was set up in 1990 and is now administered by Monbukagakusho (the Ministry of Education, Science and Culture in Japan). It offers Japanese teachers working in Japanese schools the chance to teach Japanese language and culture in secondary schools abroad for 18 months after undertaking a pre-departure, intensive training programme in Japanese language teaching methodology in Japan. After completing the programme, REX teachers are expected to return to teach in Japan. If you  have 3 or more year’s experience in the classroom, you can find out more about the REX programme by contacting your local prefectural board of education in Japan. 

Please also see: http://www.mext.go.jp/a_menu/shotou/rex/english/main.htm 

Useful Contacts:

TTA (Teacher Training Agency) Communication Centre




PO Box 3210, Chelmsford, Essex CM1 3WA Tel: 0845 6000 991 

Fax: 01245 261 668 Email: 

Overseas Trained Teachers Advice Line:

OTT Advice Line

Teacher Training Agency

Freepost ANG 2037

Chelmsford

CM1 1ZY

Tel: 01245 45 43 21

Tel: 0845 6000 991 (Wales)

Fax: 01245 45 43 37

Email: ott@ttainfo.co.uk
http://www.tda.gov.uk/
For information on doing a PGCE in Japanese

School of Education, University of Sheffield, 388 Glossop Road, Sheffield, S10 2JA

Tel: (+44) 114 222 8087

k.p.faulkner@sheffield.ac.uk 

Whilst the University of Sheffield is the only institution where you can do a PGCE with Japanese ( in addition to another, more commonly taught language), there are several universities around the country that may offer you placements in Japanese, in addition to the language (s) in which you are doing your PGCE.  As of May 2007, the institutions offering possible placements in Japanese are Bath Spa University College , Kent and Medway Training and The College of St. Mark and St. John.  For more information please click on the following link to the CILT website (National Centre for Languages), http://www.cilt.org.uk/infos/pdf/info9.pdf. 

Undergraduate ITT (Initial Teacher Training) courses

For application forms and a handbook contact;

UCAS (The university & College Admissions Service), Fulton House, Jessop Avenue, Cheltenham GL50 3SH Tel. 01242 222 444 

Postgraduate ITT courses (if you already have a degree)
For application forms and a handbook contact;

GTTR (The Graduate Teacher Training Registry), Fulton House, Jessop Avenue, Cheltenham GL50 3SH Tel. 01242 223 707

Overseas Entry Qualifications





The National Academic Recognition Centre (NARIC) can provide information on how overseas qualifications are generally viewed the UK (There is no formal system for establishing exact equivalences.)

UK NARIC, ECCTIS 2000 Ltd, Oriel House, Oriel Road, Cheltenham

Gloucestershire, GL50 1XP Telephone: 0870 990 4088

info@naric.org.uk 

Re Financial Support whilst training


To obtain the DFES booklet; A guide to financial support for  higher education students in 2007/08 see http://www.dfes.gov.uk/studentsupport/
Japan Foundation London Language Centre 

Russell Square House, 10-12 Russell Square, London WC1B 5EH

Tel: 020 7436 6698  Fax: 020 7323 4888 

www.jpf.org.uk/language    info.language@jpf.org.uk
There are also a number of institutions that run teacher training programmes in the UK specifically for Japanese nationals. Please note however that, although they are very popular with Japanese nationals, they are not officially recognised by the DfES and therefore do not lead to Qualified Teacher Status.

Alpha Language Institute



Tel: 020 7240 8761

Euro Japanese Exchange Foundation (EJEF)
Tel: 01494 882091

Institute of International Education

Tel: 020 7487 7678

SOAS Language Centre



Tel: 020 7898 4858

Produced by the Japan Foundation London Language Centre,

Russell Square House, 10-12 Russell Square, London WC1B 5EH

Tel: 020 7436 6698 Fax: 020 7323 4888

2 Not operational in Scotland or Northern Ireland





