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To the teacher

1 Tanabata

Legend has it that Tanabata had its beginnings as a festival originating in
China. The basis of the legend is the story of two lovers, stars facing each
other but divided by the Milky Way. The stars, Orihime and Hikoboshi,
that appear in Tanabata are Vega of the Lyra constellation and Altair of the
Aquilia constellation respectively. As these lovers can only meet once a year,
an annual festival is held on the 7th of July each year.

2 The Tanabata Kamishibai
There are various stories of Tanabata. This kamishibai version is typical of
the stories available.

3 The Tanabata festival

Originally during the festival, wishmakers wished for the accomplishment of
learning to be skillful like Orihime in making woven items but these days
you may wish for whatever you desire. These days it is mainly considered a
fun event for children. Normally tanzaku paper strips with wishmaker’s
desires written on them are hung on the branches of bamboo grass and
bamboo trees.

Sendai city in Miyagi Prefecture and Hiratsuka city in Kanagawa Prefecture
among others, are famous for holding large Tanabata festivals.

The whole town is decorated with gigantic Tanabata decorations and there
are also parades. In this way, the Tanabata festival is fun for both children
and adults alike.

Reference website
http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E4%B8%83%E5%A4%95
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