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About StepOutNet 
The StepOutNet programme creates links between schools and Japanese-speaking volunteers. StepOutNet members are volunteers who carry out Japanese taster sessions at primary and secondary schools across the UK. The purpose of the tasters is to introduce students to the Japanese language. Often the tasters are part of an International or Japan day. Originally, these visits were carried out by JFLLC language advisors, but increased demand has encouraged us to open up the network to a wider audience of private tutors, teachers, volunteers and other enthusiasts interested in running Japanese taster lessons at schools in their area. One of the main purposes of StepOutNet is to show schools what it is like to learn the language and to give them more information should they wish to start offering Japanese. Guidance and training sessions will be offered to all StepOutNet members to prepare them for delivering Japanese taster sessions at schools.
What are the benefits of StepOutNet?
For teachers:

· Chance for your students to try a new language

· Chance for you to experience a Japanese class, and learn about introducing Japanese

For volunteers:

· Gaining an insight into UK school life

· Gaining teaching experience with primary and secondary students

· Expanding their network of schools interested in offering Japanese
Who are StepOutNet volunteers?

Our volunteers have a high level of Japanese fluency but may or may not be native Japanese speakers. They will not necessarily have teaching experience or qualifications, but are interested in teaching. The JFLLC does provide regular training sessions to StepOutNet volunteers, and provides advice and resources for their visits.

How do I arrange a StepOutNet visit?

1. You contact the JFLLC to request a Japanese taster session.

2. The JFLLC contacts StepOutNet members about the school visit request and identifies a suitable volunteer. We will confirm with you that your school is able to pay travel expenses for this volunteer, based on their location.

3. The volunteer contacts you directly to arrange the details of the taster lesson visit. 

4. The volunteer will send you a form to confirm the equipment he/she would like to use.

5. The volunteer will confirm the visit with the JFLLC. 

6. The volunteer arranges his/her own transport – to be paid for by the school

7. The volunteer visits the school to deliver the Japanese taster lesson(s). As the teacher in charge of organising the visit, you will take responsibility for the smooth running of the taster on the day. Please note there must be a classroom teacher present at all times during the taster.

8. After the visit, both you and the volunteer fill out separate evaluation forms and return these to the JFLLC.

How much will it cost?

Your school must pay the volunteer’s transport costs to and from the school. The JFLLC will try to find a volunteer as close as possible to your school. If necessary and if agreed by the school and the volunteer, the school should also pay one night’s B&B accommodation, e.g. if an early start is required.

We encourage schools to offer an additional payment to the volunteer, if they are able to do so. However, this is not a requirement. For your information, British Council Japanese Language Assistants receive £15.61 per hour, as of November 2007. However, where schools are able to offer an additional payment, the amount is up to the school and may be more or less than this.

We also ask that schools cover within reason the cost of photocopying any handouts that the volunteer has prepared. (Please discuss with your volunteer how many copies you feel would be reasonable.)

The school does not need to pay the JFLLC any fee.

What services does the JFLLC provide?

The JFLLC provides free regular training days for StepOutNet volunteers, and provides advice and resources for tasters. We also serve as the initial contact point for schools and keep control of all applications. Please note the JFLLC cannot take any responsibility for either the arrangement between the Japanese teacher and the school, or the successful delivery of taster sessions. 

Can we stay in touch with the StepOutNet volunteer after the taster?

Yes, you are welcome to contact the volunteer independently on subsequent occasions.
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APPLICATION FORM for SCHOOLS


DATE OF JAPANESE TASTER SESSION (or approximate timing):

OBJECTIVE OF REQUESTED SCHOOL VISIT: Is the Japanese taster going to be part of an International Day/Languages Day/Japan Day?:

FUTURE PLANS FOR JAPANESE: Is your school planning to introduce Japanese as part of the curriculum or as an extra-curricular subject? (Please circle as appropriate)      
Yes, as part of the curriculum
Yes, extra-curricular       Not sure    
 No
PAYMENT ARRANGEMENT: Please circle 1 or 2 as appropriate.
1 I agree that the school will reimburse the volunteer for transport costs and B&B accommodation if necessary. 
2 I agree that the school will reimburse the volunteer for transport costs and B&B accommodation if necessary. In addition, I agree that the school will pay an additional payment to the volunteer. Amount: £______________

If paying by cheque or bank transfer, I will confirm with the volunteer that he/she has a UK bank account. Otherwise, the school will pay the volunteer by cash on the day of the visit.

Signed: _____________________          Date: __________________________                                                                                                                                                                                   

To be filled in by the teacher in charge of organising the Japanese taster: 





Miss/Ms/Mrs/Mr  


FIRST NAME: ____________________   SURNAME: _________________________


POSITION: 


NAME OF SCHOOL: 


ADDRESS:                                                                     


POSTCODE: 


TEL:                                 


FAX:                                      


E-MAIL:





For any enquiries or to return this application form, contact: 


Christopher Shone, Assistant Programme Officer


The Japan Foundation London Language Centre (JFLLC) 


Russell Square House, 10 -12 Russell Square, London, WC1B 5EH


Tel: 020 7436 6698    Fax: 020 7323 4888


E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:info.language@jpf.org.uk" ��info.language@jpf.org.uk�     web: � HYPERLINK "http://www.jpf.org.uk" ��http://www.jpf.org.uk/language/�  
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Information for Schools








UK wide network of Japanese-speaking volunteers delivering Japanese taster sessions at UK schools








