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Introduction
The teaching of Japanese as a foreign language in the UK is currently an
         
        area of rapid growth. At a time when most foreign languages are in
decline in schools, Japanese is seeing a resurgence of interest. The
number of schools offering Japanese is increasing, and this has been
made possible largely due to the number of teachers of Japanese being
trained by the University of Nottingham.
The aim of this report is twofold:
• 
to present a record of teachers of Japanese who have gained the
Postgraduate Certificate in Education (PGCE) in Japanese at the
University of Nottingham;
• 
to report on those Nottingham graduates who currently teach, or who
have recently taught, Japanese in the primary sector.
Background to the PGCE in Japanese
The PGCE in Japanese was established by the School of Education,
University of Nottingham in 1991, in response to a perceived, extant
need. As a result of industrial investment and development by Toyota, the
Japanese car manufacturer in Derby, and an agreement with Derby City
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Council, Japanese children were supported in their language development
whilst Japanese was being taught as a foreign language in schools in
Derbyshire. One of the teachers of Japanese, although well-qualified in
the language, had no formal teaching qualification. She approached Dr
Anne Convery at the School of Education, University of Nottingham to
inquire whether she could obtain such a qualification. Following
negotiations between the Department of Education and Science (DES) and
                  the University of Nottingham, permission was granted for Japanese to be
added to the list of foreign languages (French, German, Spanish and
Russian) offered on the PGCE in Modern Foreign Languages at the School
of Education. With the aid of a generous grant from the Daiwa Foundation,
the PGCE in Japanese was established, with the first qualified teacher,
Helen Gilhooly, becoming a Special Lecturer in the School of Education
and lending her expertise in Japanese to the further development of the
course.
Since 1993, many more teachers have been trained at the University of
Nottingham, as the course has expanded to meet the needs of schools
and, more recently, specialist Language Colleges, who offer Japanese as
part of the curriculum. The table on the following page details the student
teachers who have followed the PGCE in Japanese from its inception to the
present date:
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PGCE Graduates teaching Japanese in the Primary sector

The second aim of the report is to detail the University of Nottingham
PGCE graduates who contribute to the teaching of Japanese in primary
schools. It is part of the present government's education policy to
introduce a foreign language entitlement for all primary pupils by the year
2012. Up to 25 of UK Primary schools already offer a foreign language
                      to their pupils. To what extent is Japanese on offer in this scenario? Who
does the teaching? How is it taught? What models are being used? These
are just some of the questions which this report seeks to answer.
In order to collect data for the report, an interview schedule of questions
was drawn up (see Appendix 1). As the researcher had maintained good
links with the majority of former PGCE in Japanese students, it was
decided to carry out telephone interviews, as this was judged to be the
most effective method of data gathering in the circumstances. All the
PGCE students who currently teach Japanese in a secondary school were
therefore contacted by telephone in September 2003. In cases where
more than one student worked in a school, the information was
ascertained from only one of the students, on behalf of all of them. An
interview schedule was completed for each school. Completed schedules
are presented in Appendix 2.
Although not part of the research brief, information was also gathered
concerning the former University of Nottingham PGCE students who are
not currently teaching Japanese in UK schools. Many are still working in
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educational contexts, some in the UK, some in Japan. These results are
presented in Appendix 3.
Findings of the Report
· Out of the total number of PGCE in Japanese graduates between 1993 and 2003 (34), just over half (18) are currently teaching Japanese in UK secondary schools
· Of that number, over half (10) are involved in, or were involved in 2002-2003, in primary Japanese outreach work
· Secondary schools teaching Japanese work mainly with their feeder schools
· The teaching of Japanese in primary schools is carried out mainly by qualified secondary specialists, of whom some are native speakers of Japanese, but also by some Japanese foreign language assistants
· Most primary Japanese work involves both a language element and a cultural element
· The main language learning skills employed are listening and speaking
· The primary pupils involved in learning Japanese are mainly, but not exclusively, in year 6
· The main teaching model used is that of the short 'taster7 module, although in some cases classes are given throughout the academic year




Observations on the Findings

· There is much enthusiasm and motivation for the learning of Japanese in the primary sector
· Primary teachers and headteachers welcome the   involvement of secondary Japanese specialists, and collaborate willingly with them
· Constraints on the provision of primary Japanese include lack of time and shortage of funding
· The learning of a non-European language at primary level can enhance and enrich the curriculum in many areas
· Primary pupils can greatly benefit in terms of attitude and value development from experience of a culture very different from their own

Conclusion

The University of Nottingham continues to be the sole provider of qualified teachers of Japanese in the UK, and as such, has played a significant role in supplying teachers of this important world language. Nottingham PGCE in Japanese graduates are involved in many different kinds of primary outreach work, as this report has detailed, and as a body of professional teachers they have made, and continue to make, a significant and unique contribution to primary foreign language teaching.
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APPENDIX 1

NAME:
YEAR PGCE STUDIED;
CURRENT SCHOOL:
IS PRIMARY LIAISON WORK CARRIED OUT IN JAPANESE?
WHERE IS IT HAPPENING?
WHO IS DOING THE TEACHING?
WHO IS DOING THE LEARNING?
CONTENT: LANGUAGE LEARNING OR CULTURAL
SENSITISATION OR BOTH?
LANGUAGE LEARNING SKILLS COVERED?
TIME ALLOCATION:
SHORT MODULE OR ONGOING COMMITMENT?
NOTES:
APPENDIX 2

	NAME:
 Helen Gilhooly; Marianne Arnot; Mikiko Kurose

	YEAR PGCE STUDIED:
1991-1993 (part-time PGCE); 2000-2001 (European PGCE); 2001-2002

	CURRENT SCHOOL:
 Aldercar Language College, Derbyshire

	IS PRIMARY LIAISON WORK CARRIED OUT IN JAPANESE?
 Yes, a large amount has been carried out over a number of years

	WHERE IS IT HAPPENING?
 In 3 feeder Primary schools

	WHO IS DOING THE TEACHING?
 All 4 teachers of Japanese at Aldercar Language College are involved

	WHO IS DOING THE LEARNING?
Pupils in year group 6

	CONTENT: LANGUAGE LEARNING OR CULTURAL
SENSITISATION OR BOTH?
A combination of language work and culture. Pupils are encouraged
 to have Japanese pen friends


	LANGUAGE LEARNING SKILLS COVERED?
Mainly listening and speaking, but some reading and writing


	TIME ALLOCATION;
60 minutes


	SHORT MODULE OR ONGOING COMMITMENT?
Classes run as after school clubs all year

	NOTES:
 Pupils are assessed against National Curriculum levels and many gain levels 2 or 3 in speaking and listening    


	NAME:
Jayne Maidment; Zoe Jestico

	YEAR PGCE STUDIED:
1999-2000; 2002-2003 (Flexible PGCE)

	CURRENT SCHOOL:
Dartford Grammar School, Kent

	IS PRIMARY LIAISON WORK CARRIED OUT IN JAPANESE?
Yes, a large amount

	WHERE IS IT HAPPENING?:
In various local Primary schools

	WHO IS DOING THE TEACHING?~
Teaching carried out by the 3 Japanese teachers from Dartford
Grammar School. Normal class teachers are present, with varying
degrees of involvement. In one case, a classroom assistant helps
out.

	WHO IS DOING THE LEARNING?
Mainly pupils in year groups 5/6; plus one year 2 group (requested
by the school)

	CONTENT: LANGUAGE LEARNING OR CULTURAL
SENSITISATION OR BOTH?
Both aspects covered, through a scheme of work based on Japanese
festivals

	LANGUAGE LEARNING SKILLS COVERED?
Predominantly listening and speaking, but some writing (numbers).
Less writing with year 2 group

	TIME ALLOCATION:
Usually 60 minutes. One group is an after school club.

	SHORT MODULE OR ONGOING COMMITMENT?
In most schools it is ongoing throughout the year. In one school it is
taught in half termly modules

	NOTES:


	NAME:
Helen Langsam; Yasuyo Kidoguchi

	YEAR PGCE STUDIED:
1996-1997; 2002-2003

	CURRENT SCHOOL:
Hendon School, London

	IS PRIMARY LIAISON WORK CARRIED OUT IN JAPANESE?
No Primary Japanese at the moment, though there are plans to
start it in the current academic year. Primary liaison already exists
in French and Spanish

	WHERE IS IT HAPPENING?

	WHO IS DOING THE TEACHING?
The teaching would be carried out by either of the 2 Japanese
teachers


	WHO IS DOING THE LEARNING?
Mainly pupils in year group 6 would be targetted; occasionally some
year 5 groups

	CONTENT: LANGUAGE LEARNING OR CULTURAL
SENSITISATION OR BOTH?
Both linguistic and cultural aspects would be covered

	LANGUAGE LEARNING SKILLS COVERED?
Listening and speaking, but definitely some writing - alphabet, names etc.

	TIME ALLOCATION:
40 - 45 minutes

	SHORT MODULE OR ONGOING COMMITMENT?
As short modules, because it would be taught in the teacher's free periods

	NOTES:
The introduction of Japanese Primary Liaison has been agreed in principle with the Primary Links co-ordinator for 2003/4.
When the Japanese exchange pupils are in school, they visit a local primary school for one day, to do some teaching (language, origami etc).


	NAME:
Victoria Folkard; James Laming

	YEAR PGCE STUDIED:
1994-1995; 2002-2003

	CURRENT SCHOOL:
Katharine Lady Berkley's, Gloucestershire

	IS PRIMARY LIAISON WORK CARRIED OUT IN JAPANESE?
Yes, a "fantastic amount" until this academic year, in tandem with French. Currently none.

	WHERE IS IT HAPPENING?
In approximately 12 feeder Primary schools

	WHO IS DOING THE TEACHING?
Teaching carried out by Japanese language assistant. Sometimes the class teacher would be present, at other times, not.

	WHO IS DOING THE LEARNING?
Mainly pupils in year groups 5 & 6; occasionally some year 4 groups

	CONTENT: LANGUAGE LEARNING OR CULTURAL
SENSITISATION OR BOTH?
Mainly cultural content (tea ceremony, calligraphy) with a little language


	LANGUAGE LEARNING SKILLS COVERED?
Listening and speaking

	TIME ALLOCATION:
30 - 40 minutes

	SHORT MODULE OR ONGOING COMMITMENT?
In some schools Japanese is taught in a series of 2/3 lessons. In others there is a regular commitment over the whole year.

	NOTES:
The new Japanese language assistant has been unable to take up her post due to the fact that she has not been granted a visa


	NAME:
Keith Saunders

	YEAR PGCE STUDIED:
1999-2000

	CURRENT SCHOOL:
St Bernards Convent School, Slough

	IS PRIMARY LIAISON WORK CARRIED OUT IN JAPANESE?
No, is only Japanese teacher in the school and no time on time-table

	WHERE IS IT HAPPENING?

	WHO IS DOING THE TEACHING?

	WHO IS DOING THE LEARNING?

	CONTENT: LANGUAGE LEARNING OR CULTURAL
SENSITISATION OR BOTH?

	LANGUAGE LEARNING SKILLS COVERED?

	TIME ALLOCATION;

	SHORT MODULE OR ONGOING COMMITMENT?

	NOTES:
Once visited a primary school with a group of VI formers for a day of language and culture-based activities (writing names, origami).
This was organised through a personal contact. Very successful, but has not been repeated


	NAME:
Crispin Chambers; John Nation

	YEAR PGCE STUDIED:
1995-1996; 2000-2001

	CURRENT SCHOOL:
Tavistock College, Devon

	IS PRIMARY LIAISON WORK CARRIED OUT IN JAPANESE?
Yes, a large amount

	WHERE IS IT HAPPENING?^
In all 16 feeder Primary schools

	WHO IS DOING THE TEACHING?
Teaching carried out by Japanese teachers from Tavistock College, where there are 4/5 full-time teachers. Normal class teachers are present and help out.

	WHO IS DOING THE LEARNING?
Mainly pupils in year group 6; occasionally some year 5 groups

	CONTENT: LANGUAGE LEARNING OR CULTURAL
SENSITISATION OR BOTH?
Mainly language work

	LANGUAGE LEARNING SKILLS COVERED?
Predominantly listening and speaking, but some writing (numbers)

	TIME ALLOCATION:
45 minutes

	SHORT MODULE OR ONGOING COMMITMENT?
In most schools it is taught during the summer term as a short module. However, Crispin Chambers does teach one year 5 group for the whole year, as part of his Advanced Skills Teacher (AST) brief.

	NOTES:
All feeder Primaries have their classrooms labelled in Japanese, and a Japanese resource pack


	NAME:
Sally Benson; Ben Stainer (1998-2003) *


	YEAR JAPANESE PGCE STUDIED AT NOTTINGHAM:
2000-2001; 1997-1998

	CURRENT SCHOOL:
Tile Hill Wood School (Language College), Coventry

	IS PRIMARY LIAISON WORK CARRIED OUT IN JAPANESE?
No, although there is some Primary French outreach. Ben Stainer, the previous Head of Japanese, taught one afternoon per week in a feeder Primary school.

	WHERE IS IT HAPPENING?

	WHO IS DOING THE TEACHING?

	WHO IS DOING THE LEARNING?

	CONTENT: LANGUAGE LEARNING OR CULTURAL
SENSITISATION OR BOTH?

	LANGUAGE LEARNING SKILLS COVERED?

	TIME ALLOCATION:

	SHORT MODULE OR ONGOING COMMITMENT?

	NOTES:
There is no space on the time-table for Primary liaison work. However, the Head of Japanese, Sally Benson, would like to do it, and expressed interest in it at interview. She envisages that time could be found during the summer term, when years 11 and 13 have exams.
Tile Hill Wood School is a Pathfinder school. The Foreign Languages Advisor for Coventry teaches some Japanese in a local primary school.
Ben Stainer, former Head of Japanese, left in the summer of 2003 to take up a teaching post in Japan.



	NAME:
Gill Hall; Rakesh Dixit(2000-2003) *

	YEAR PGCE STUDIED:
1994-1995; 1999-2000

	CURRENT SCHOOL:
Walkden High School, near Bo/ton

	IS PRIMARY LIAISON WORK CARRIED OUT IN JAPANESE?
No, although there is some Primary year 6 French teaching

	WHERE IS IT HAPPENING?;

	WHO IS DOING THE TEACHING?

	WHO IS DOING THE LEARNING?

	CONTENT: LANGUAGE LEARNING OR CULTURAL
SENSITISATION OR BOTH?


	LANGUAGE LEARNING SKILLS COVERED?

	TIME ALLOCATION:

	SHORT MODULE OR ONGOING COMMITMENT?

	NOTES:
The 2 Japanese teachers are overloaded with secondary teaching, and have no space on their time-tables
Rakesh Dixit returned to Japan in August 2003 to take up a teaching post



	NAME:
Gina Edens; Charlotte Lappin; Claire Morley

	YEAR PGCE STUDIED:
1997-1998; 1998-1999; 2000-2001

	CURRENT SCHOOL:
Whitgift School, Croydon

	IS PRIMARY LIAISON WORK CARRIED OUT IN JAPANESE?
No Japanese taught in Primary schools, although Japanese is taught in school to the Lower First year (equivalent to year 6 in the state sector). Pupils in this year learn Japanese for 1 lesson a week, as part of a taster course of several languages.


	WHERE IS IT HAPPENING?

	WHO IS DOING THE TEACHING?

	WHO IS DOING THE LEARNING?

	CONTENT: LANGUAGE LEARNING OR CULTURAL
SENSITISATION OR BOTH?

	LANGUAGE LEARNING SKILLS COVERED?

	TIME ALLOCATION:

	SHORT MODULE OR ONGOING COMMITMENT?

	NOTES:


	NAME:
Tadashi Sakai

	YEAR PGCE STUDIED:
2001-2002

	CURRENT SCHOOL:
Wolverhampton Girls' High School

	IS PRIMARY LIAISON WORK CARRIED OUT IN JAPANESE?
Not this year, but a great deal last year (2002-2003). This year French is being taught instead.

	WHERE IS IT HAPPENING?
In 3 local Primary schools

	WHO IS DOING THE TEACHING?
Teaching carried out by Japanese native speaker (with QTS).
Normally the class teacher would be present, sometimes helping, at other times, not.

	WHO IS DOING THE LEARNING?
Only pupils in year 6

	CONTENT: LANGUAGE LEARNING OR CULTURAL
SENSITISATION OR BOTH?
A mixture of both language and culture

	LANGUAGE LEARNING SKILLS COVERED?
Listening and speaking

	TIME ALLOCATION:
60 minutes

	SHORT MODULE OR ONGOING COMMITMENT?
In the three schools Japanese was taught as a six week module
(Taster Course).

	NOTES:



APPENDIX 3

Destinations of other PGCE in Japanese graduates
1993-4    
Christopher Bond - teaching in Japan, applying for post as
Head of Department (Dr Anne Convery as referee)
Michelle Evans - taught in Japan for a number of years, then
returned to UK to follow aromatherapy course
1994-5    
Diamuid Brittain - Head of Modern Languages, Belfast
Daniel Gallimore - Lecturer in Japanese, Oxford Brookes
University
1995-6    
Belinda Brown - taught Japanese at Kingshurst Technology
College, Solihull, then went to Japan
                Anupameya Jain - Head of Japanese at Tavistock College
until July 2003. Currently Head of Modern Languages,
London, hoping to introduce Japanese
Sarah Makins - Head of Japanese, Katherine Lady Berkeley's
School, Gloucestershire, then went to Portugal. Currently
teaching English as a foreign language in FE.
1996-7    
Arwin Mahindraker - taught Japanese at Brooke Weston
College for half a term. No further information.
Sarah Wedgebury - taught Japanese at Katherine Lady
Berkeley's School, Gloucestershire, then went to Japan
1997-8    
Ben Stainer - Head of Japanese at Tile Hill Wood Language
College, Coventry, until July 2003. Now teaching in Japan
1998-9    
Lucy Matthew - taught Japanese at school in Dorset, no
recent information.
                Keiko Maeda - had difficulty obtaining work permit, returned
to Japan
1999-2000 
Rakesh Dixit - Head of Japanese at Walkden High School
until July 2003, now teaching in Japan
Joanne Longster - taught Japanese at Hockerill School,
Bishop's Stortford for a year. No further information
2000-01   
Duncan Gray - taught Japanese at Hockerill School, Bishop's
Stortford for two years. Now studying advanced Japanese
course at Sheffield university.
Taeko Sakamoto - no recent information
