Ready Steady NihonGO!

A Research & Development Project for Primary Level Japanese in the UK

Executive Summary
1. Background
In early 2002, the Department for Education and Skills (DfES) issued the Green Paper
 which was aimed to set the path for improving Britain’s performance at languages over the next decade and beyond. One of the ambitions spelled out in the Paper was a proposal to make languages an entitlement for all Primary school children by 2012. 

The prospect of introducing languages into the Primary sector led to the idea that – given the success of Japanese at Secondary level in the UK - Japanese could well become an option for Primary schools, too. At that stage already 25% of all Primary schools were said to be teaching a foreign language. A growing interest in Japanese from Primary schools and from the Secondary sector, i.e. Language Colleges
, and news of wide governmental support for Chinese were amongst the most compelling reasons why research into Primary level Japanese had become a top priority. Subsequently, a proposal including rationale and aims of a Primary Japanese project called Ready Steady NihonGO was laid out in October 2002.
In December 2002, the Government published the National Languages Strategy
, building on the ideas of the Green Paper. The Strategy is not a statutory document with legally binding requirements, but it includes recommendations and aspirations for what should happen for languages in England in the future.
2. Partners 

The primary Japanese project Ready Steady NihonGO! (RSN) was launched in March 2003, by the School of Education, Nottingham University, Japan 21, and the Japan Foundation London Language Centre (JFLLC) in partnership, and supported by Primary Japanese Pioneers (PJP-UK), teachers of Japanese with Primary teaching expertise. 
3. Aims
The project’s aims were to research the current state of Japanese language teaching at Primary level, and to develop a strategy to support and further encourage Primary Japanese in the UK. 

The project consisted of the following stages:

· Setting up the partnership and commissioning three reports with the partners 

· Setting up PJP-UK, an e-mail discussion and network group 

· Conducting a nationwide survey with UK Primary schools to gain information on language teaching in general, and Japanese in particular

· Arranging an extensive school visits programme to define current curricular models, to observe and to disseminate good practice

· Organising and running a Primary Conference, to report on research findings, share expertise and to discuss future needs
4. Project

(1) School visits programme 

From January until October 2003, the JFLLC toured schools from Kent to Yorkshire, 13 in total, providing the basis for defining three curricular models for Japanese teaching at Primary level. Supported by PJP-UK members, JFLLC advisors were able to observe Primary classes taught by Language College teachers, FLAs, as well as normal Primary teachers. 

Curricular Models 

During the School Visits Programme three models were observed: 

a. Language College: Outreach

b. Primary school: own initiative

c. Other

a.  Language Colleges send out their Secondary teachers to local feeder Primary schools.  Outreach has been praised as a good working model. Problems can arise due to Secondary teachers not being Primary trained, but working with the Primary teacher helps to ensure classroom discipline is being maintained. 

b. Class teacher delivers Japanese lessons: Sometimes, former ALTs, returning from the JET Programme, keep the momentum alive after returning to the UK to teach at Primary level, and seek permission from the Headteacher to include teaching about Japanese culture and language within the curriculum. 

Japanese volunteers: Another way to introduce Japanese language and culture to primary pupils is by holding Japan Days or International Days. These events can serve as the trigger for the introduction of more serious language lessons at a later stage. 

c.  (e.g. Haberdashers’ Aske’s School for Girls, 4-18 yrs)  an Independent school who has introduced Japanese from Reception until Yr 6 in the Junior School from September 2003, employ a nearly full-time, native Japanese speaking Secondary trained teacher. 

(2) Survey 

In September 2003, the JFLLC sent out a survey to nearly 25,000 UK Primary Schools requesting information on the provision of modern foreign languages in general and Japanese in particular. By mid November more than 70 schools had replied, and an extensive survey analysis was based on those schools. 15 of the schools were already teaching Japanese. Since then, another 15 schools have replied, expressing their interest in Japanese, or reporting about Japanese teaching. 

(3) Reports 

Reports were commissioned in March 2003, and their findings were presented to a national audience at the RSN Primary Conference on 18 November. 

The Report from Nottingham University came in two parts: 
Report on Primary Japanese Teaching / Outreach, as experienced by University of Nottingham School of Education PGCE Graduates

Dr Anne Convery

and

Curriculum Models for Modern Foreign Language Learning in Use in UK Primary Schools

Dr Philip Hood

Nottingham University set up the PGCE course for Japanese in 1991, which is to date the only course of its kind in the UK. According to Dr Convery’s report, of the 35 graduates from the PGCE course, 18 were found to be currently teaching in Secondary schools, and more than 50 % were or had been involved in Primary outreach work. Secondary schools teaching Japanese worked mainly with their feeder schools, and the teaching of Japanese in Primary schools was mainly carried out by qualified Secondary specialists, sometimes by FLAs. Although there seems to be much enthusiasm and motivation for the learning of Japanese in the Primary sector, constraints on the provision of Primary Japanese included lack of time and shortage of funding. 

Dr Hood’s findings in Report Part Two emphasise that the different potential levels of engagement with foreign language learning in Primary schools were said to be determined by a range of different factors, for example headteacher curriculum preferences, staff skills, the context and location of the school, finance and the school development plan priorities. Transition and continuity issues were also mentioned as problem areas. Most importantly, Dr Hood looked closely at the question of who should teach languages in the Primary school. He came to the conclusion that the best person to teach should be a trained and experienced Primary teacher (ideally the class teacher) who has knowledge of a foreign language, who has some expertise in foreign language methodology, and knowledge of the participating learners. 

Japanese Studies at Primary level: an Overview

Japan 21 Education

Heidi Potter
At least 1200 schools nationwide have carried out work on Japan in the last three or four years. Projects vary from annual in-depth studies of Japan lasting for up to one term, to Japan featuring for one day. The National Curriculum does not specifically mention Japan, but there are many opportunities for introducing it within the current syllabus (i.e. Geography, Literacy, Numeracy, Art, Music and PSHE /Citizenship). Resources currently available include printed materials, activity 

chests
, school visits programmes (JIYC, Club Taishikan), and an Exchange website (Japan UK Live
).

However, one of the major issues facing Japanese studies at primary level is that of class resources. Many teachers still produce their own, based on the available materials.  More links with schools in Japan would have to be created and an expansion of the JIYC scheme and Club Taishikan Roadshows would be beneficial. 

Teaching Primary Japanese: the Australian Experience

South Wolds School, Language College

Anne Rajakumar 

Anne Rajakumar is an Australian qualified teacher with Primary and Secondary experience who has been teaching at South Wolds School since 2002. 

Primary level ‘Languages other than English’ (LOTEs) were first introduced in Australia in the mid 1990s. Japanese became one of the major languages taught in Australian Primary Schools and is now being offered at more than 1300 Primary schools. 

In Victoria, about 20% of primary students were studying Japanese by 2001. The average time spent on LOTE learning is one hour per week. LOTE programmes in Primary schools can be broadly classified as object based (focus on teaching and learning of the target language); content based (significant portion of wider school curriculum taught in the target language); or as language and cultural awareness programmes (limited vocabulary and aspects of culture and society introduced). 

Problems faced by schools in Australia include the lack of state funding, despite increasing costs of salaries and teaching resources. Also, the popularity of Japanese at schools has led to a shortage of qualified teachers, and transition from Primary to Secondary is another difficult issue. 

Most important, and probably the main message of this report, is the need to overcome the lack of communication between the Primary and Secondary sectors. 

(4) The conference 

Eight months into the project, the first Primary Conference was held at the JFLLC on 18 November 2003, with about 50 teachers and educators attending from all around the country.  The conference provided an ideal opportunity for initial findings from the RSN project to be presented, to share expertise amongst Secondary and Primary teachers, as well as acting as a stepping stone for further developments.  

The comprehensive programme, comprising 7 presenters, included a briefing on Early Language Learning in the UK by a representative from CILT, an overview of the RSN project to date by the JFLLC, and research findings from the three key reports. Two PJP-UK members, who conduct outreach with their feeder Primary Schools, presented practical classroom examples.  

5. Outcome 

Key issues from the initial proposal were picked up one by one during the RSN project phase:  

1) Research: three research reports were submitted and presented at the RSN Conference. A Primary Survey and a School Visits Programme (including 3 curricular models) were undertaken by the JFLLC.

2) Network: PJP-UK, a network of Primary Japanese Pioneers was set up, and supported work on RSN throughout the year.

3) Links: the Secondary and Primary sectors have been developing stronger links mainly due to outreach activities of Language Colleges. 

4) Primary Conference: All research findings gathered during RSN were summarised and presented. 

5) Good practice: school visits undertaken by the JFLLC provided ample opportunities to observe excellent teaching examples.

6) Publicity/promotion: RSN has helped raise awareness of Japanese language and culture in UK primary schools in a considerable way. 

Progress has been made in all the above areas and an important part of the groundwork for teaching Primary Japanese has been accomplished. 

Further work needs to be done in the following areas: 
· Training and links: Providing training opportunities for Secondary and Primary teachers, possibly with Japanese native speaking volunteers. After defining three Curricular Models training needs and the lack of adequate training have become apparent.

· Role of Language Colleges and LEAs: Secondary trained teachers of Japanese would benefit from training in primary methodology. Basic knowledge about how young primary-aged children learn, and how to link Japanese with other subjects would be beneficial.  Support and funding from LEAs for normal Secondary Schools to make links with and build up language programmes for local primary schools need to be put in place. 

· Primary Schools on their own: there are many ways to link the study of Japan with other subjects. However, for Primary schools not in the vicinity of any Language Colleges/Secondary Schools, it is sometimes difficult to offer the support they need to feel confident in starting up Japanese. 

· Resources: Although there is a wide range of resources available from Australia, there is also, at the same time, a strong need for more resources specific to UK primary education. 

Glossary:

DfES


Department for Education and Skills




http://www.dfes.gov.uk 

RSN

 
Ready Steady NihonGO! 

JFLLC

 
The Japan Foundation London Language Centre 




http://www.jpf.org.uk/language/ 

PJP-UK

Primary Japanese Pioneers, UK, E-mail discussion group

FLA


Foreign Language Assistant

http://www2.britishcouncil.org/languageassistants-uk-schools-and-authorities.htm 

ALT 
Assistant Language Teacher http://www.jetuk.org/index_01.html 

JET 


Japan Exchange and Teaching Programme (see above)

PGCE


Post Graduate Certificate of Education

http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/education/courses/initial-teacher-training/index.phtml?menu=itt&sub=itt
PSHE


Physical, Social and Health Education 

JIYC


Japan In Your Classroom Programme 




http://www.jfet.org.uk/FS1.html 

Club Taishikan 
School visits programme of cultural demonstrations 

(Roadshow)
http://www.uk.emb-japan.go.jp/en/study/club_taishikan.html  

JICC 


Japan Information and Cultural Centre, Embassy of Japan 

http://www.uk.emb-japan.go.jp 

LOTE 


Languages Other than English

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vcaa/vce/studies/lote/lotelistindex.html#list
CILT 


The National Centre for Languages 




http://www.cilt.org.uk 

LEA


Local Education Authority




http://www.dfes.gov.uk/leagateway/ 



http://www.dfes.gov.uk/languages/DSP_nationallanguages_leas.cfm 

� ‘The Green Paper 14–19: extending opportunities, raising standards’ was issued in February 2002 as the first stage in the process of introducing new legislation. The rationale behind the Green Paper was to increase the number of pupils who stay on at school after the age of 16. The government proposed to restrict the core curriculum to English, Maths, Science, and ICT, making languages optional. The other key proposal was to introduce an entitlement for Primary pupils to learn a language at the age of 7. For more information go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.dfes.gov.uk/14-19greenpaper/download/DfES-LanguageLearning.pdf" ��http://www.dfes.gov.uk/14-19greenpaper/download/DfES-LanguageLearning.pdf� 


� Specialist Language Colleges are maintained secondary schools that have, in partnership with private sector sponsors and supported by additional Government funding, chosen to have a particular focus on modern foreign languages. Specialist Language Colleges, like all specialist schools, are still obliged to meet the National Curriculum requirements and deliver a broad and balanced education to all pupils.


For further information go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.dfes.gov.uk/languages/DSP_slc.cfm" ��http://www.dfes.gov.uk/languages/DSP_slc.cfm� .


� The Languages Strategy document for England 'Languages for All: Languages for Life' sets out the Government's plans to transform the country's capability in languages. The three overarching objectives are: 1) to improve the teaching and learning of languages, including introducing language learning for pupils at Key Stage 2; 2) To introduce a recognition system (‘Language Ladder’) to complement existing qualification frameworks and give people credit for their language skills; 3) To increase the number of people studying languages in further and higher education and in work-based training. For more information go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.dfes.gov.uk/languagesstrategy/" ��http://www.dfes.gov.uk/languagesstrategy/� .





� These colourful and interest-stimulating chests contain over 30 authentic Japanese items and are designed to complement classwork on Japan. They are available for loan to teachers from Japan 21.


� Japan UK LIVE! is a bilingual website designed by Japan 21 to encourage exchange between young people in Japan and the UK. 
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