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The Great Britain Sasakawa Foundation
Background

The Great Britain Sasakawa Foundation is both a UK registered charity and a British company limited by guarantee.  It was established as a result of a visit to London in 1983 by the late Ryoichi Sasakawa during which he met a number of senior British figures to discuss the international situation and, in particular, UK-Japanese relations. It was agreed that it would be in the interests of both countries if more could be done to promote a deeper appreciation and understanding of each other’s culture, society and achievements and that a non-profit, non-governmental body should be established for this purpose. 

A donation of £9.5 million was subsequently made by the Japan Shipbuilding Industry Foundation (now called The Nippon Foundation), under the Chairmanship of Ryoichi Sasakawa, and the Great Britain Sasakawa Foundation was inaugurated in May 1985. 

The Foundation’s Head Office is in London and there is a Liaison Office in Tokyo.
Aim
The Foundation seeks to promote mutual understanding and cooperation between the
UK and Japan through grant support for activities in the following fields:

● Arts & Culture 




● Humanities & Social Issues                                                               ● Japanese Language 



● Japanese Studies                                                                            ● Science, Technology & Environment 

● Medicine & Health                                          ● Youth and Education 



● Sport

Typically, these activities include exhibitions, performances, exchanges, conferences, research, educational events and publications.
Grants are intended to provide ‘pump-priming’ and not core funding of projects.
The deadline for grant applications is 31 March, 15 September and 15 December.

Further details on the Foundation, application procedures and examples of projects that we have supported in the past can be found on our website: www.gbsf.org.uk 

Or please e-mail us on gbsf@gbsf.org.uk
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