Michael Downey (first prize, category 1)

The unique Japanese approach to showing consideration for others and
its disappearance from modern society

Last year when studying
abroad in Japan, | had
many interesting
experiences based on
my interactions with
Japanese people and
was able to create many
lasting memories. Many
of my experiences are
closely related to my
chosen topic of
‘omoiyari, very roughly
translating as
‘compassion’ or
‘consideration for others’.
| feel this word has an
untranslatable quality, and contains a uniqueness that captures a part of the
Japanese spirit.

It was from reading a particular passage in the book entitled ‘Saga no gabai
baachan’ (The amazing grandmother from Saga) that | feel my attitude towards
Japanese social interactions took a rather marked turn. The example in the
book appears to me to capture the essence of Japanese omoiyari, and since
reading it | have often reconsidered my past experiences and thought about my
experiences since then in a different light. | feel as though there have been
many things that | have taken for granted and missed through not appreciating
the depth of omoiyari. Hence, in this speech | would like to try to convey the
uniqueness of Japanese omoiyari and its value in society based on my various
experiences.

Furthermore, | would like to advance the opinion that in modern Japanese
society the traditional sort of omoiyari is potentially disappearing. On the basis
of results from a small survey | have taken, | shall propose a difference in the
way of thinking between Japanese people and non-Japanese people. | feel this
distinction lends itself to an explanation of why Japanese omoiyari has a unique
quality; one that is worth maintaining in Japan and also assimilating into other
societies. In light of what | view to be increasing problems in British society, |
will in addition touch upon the idea that a lack of omoiyari may have an adverse
affect on society, being relevant not just to Japan, but to other cultures and
countries too.
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Antoni Slodkowski (second prize, category 1)

Living in a Japanese teahouse — cultural experience in Kyoto

Between 2003 and 2004 | went to
Japan as a participant in the youth
exchange programme. | lived in
Takatsuki, a city located between
Osaka and Kyoto. During that time |
was hosted by the Japanese families
and took part in many extra-curricular
activities. The one | enjoyed most
were tea ceremony classes held in
Kyoto. While practicing | became
more and more interested in the
culture of Kyoto and the Japanese
tradition. This is why, during next
year’s summer holidays, introduced
by my tea ceremony teacher, | spent
a month living on the second floor of
the Japanese teahouse.

Although it was a very short, one-
month period, as | was only an 18
year-old Polish schoolboy, it seemed
to be a great cultural experience.




However, since the world | entered so suddenly is slightly elitist and not even
every Japanese person has an access to it, as well as due to its harshness, |
felt very uncertain about the whole undertaking. Thinking that | have to quickly
melt into this environment, | was apprehensive of my success in Kyoto for two
reasons. Firstly, | learnt my Japanese on my school’s corridors, imitating my
friends’ Kanasai dialect. Secondly, in return for my stay there | had to help out in
the teahouse. | have never worked in my entire life until then and therefore did
not have any faith in my own potential.

However, as the month was drawing to an end, | got used to my duties and the
relationship between me, the Okaasan (the teahouse’s owner) became more
familiar. | realised that | have learnt two very important things. First, due to the
fact that | lived in the largest, the most traditional and the most famous of the
Kyoto’s geisha-districts, | managed to deepen my knowledge of the “world of
the flowers and willows” history and culture. Secondly, the fact that the Okaasan,
did not approach me as a foreigner or a child, but first and foremost dealt with
me as with another human being made me understand how important it is to
perceive others, as they are regardless of they age or nationality. Thereby, the
time | spent in Kyoto greatly influenced my relationship with other people
henceforward.

Lastly, having worked under someone, who had entered a very harsh world
from the outside, went through the hardship all her life, and in spite of all the
difficulties she encountered kept her faith, | myself grew mentally stronger.
Since then | have always believed in myself and realised that anything can
happen if you work hard for it.
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Handoo Seo (first prize, category 2)

Life’s Magic

The speech will begin with an introduction to Magic, a subject not well-known to
people despite many having come across it before through various media.

There will be an explanation of how |
felt when | experienced magic for the
first time. At the time | had no interest
Handoo Seo in magic and afterwards | will talk
about how that experience led me to
= e o ekl L icbeege . . . .
Lisreson study and practice magic tricks in
Mochtuartictics wifhs Fuflilics e order to perform in front of family and
tenirce .
friends.
i | A
e Then | will discuss the origin of magic,
the progression and development of
magic which has led to the various
kinds of magic performed recently by
professional magicians.

Despite the hard work and effort that
goes into practicing magic, there is
one common reason for magicians to
continue what they do. The reason is
that for magicians, watching the
delighted reactions of people to whom
they perform is the most important and happiest of all things.

Then | will talk about the influence that magic has on people and how it is used
by many people in different situations. | particularly would like to spread my
enthusiasm and knowledge of magic to other people.
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Faizal Farokh (second prize, category 2)

Do videogames have a bad influence on youth?

Videogames have acquired a
reputation of influencing youths into
committing violent crimes and are
generally portrayed as bad for society.
However, the same has been true for
similar forms of entertainment when " v ot et Cotegm
they were first introduced. Adults and ——

the mass media don’t understand

Folzal Farakh

games well, so they are quick to lay i e
blame on it for the problems in society. L SFET LT 10t 1

There have been 2 recent cases of
youth violence whereby it was initially
thought that the criminals were
motivated by videogames; however it
was later found out that there were
other causes. It may be possible for a
mentally unstable person to be
influenced by a videogame to commit
violent crimes, but he can be motivated by other sources as well. Also, there
has yet to be a study which links videogame violence to real world violence.
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