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Japanese Taster Sessions in 2011
If you would like to arrange a Japanese Taster Session at your school, please email info.language@jpf.org.uk for more details.

> Harris Academy Falconwood, Kent – Two volunteers performed a Japanese taster at this school as part of the school’s “World Day” in December. After learning about secondary school life in Japan, students learnt the Japanese numbers from 1 to 10 and played a game incorporating these numbers. They then used this new vocabulary to say ages in Japanese. Finally, the students learned how to introduce themselves in Japanese, saying their name, age and nationality. The Head of MFL at the school commented, “The students enjoyed the taster session very much - not only learning the numbers and alphabet but also finding out about life in Japan. The session was interactive and easy for students to follow with lots of visuals.”
> Netherthong Primary School, West Yorkshire – This school has been offering a Japanese club to Year 6 for over a year, but is now interested in introducing Japanese into the curriculum for all years. They decided that a Japanese Taster Session with one of our volunteers would be a good way to introduce the language to the other years, and to increase enthusiasm among the students. One volunteer came to the school in December, and introduced a fun Japanese children’s song incorporating vocabulary for different animals and the noises they make in Japanese. The pupils then enjoyed making origami cats and foxes. The volunteer even performed an assembly in front of the whole school with a presentation to introduce Japan. Netherthong Primary School has applied for funding to help get Japanese on the curriculum through our Local Project Support Programme.
> All Saints Primary School, Fulham – Two volunteers visited as part of the school’s International Day in November. After introducing basic information about Japan, the volunteers taught the students Japanese greetings and how to introduce themselves in Japanese. The session then finished with some fun origami. The Head of MFL at the school commented that it was “Very well organised - obviously lots of time had been sent preparing for it.” The school is now considering starting a Japanese club.

> Calthorpe Park School, Hampshire – This school is interested in starting Japanese lessons, and so requested a volunteer to hold a taster session in October. The volunteer taught basic Japanese greetings, words for please and thank you, and Japanese numbers. The head of MFL at the school commented, “The volunteer was extremely friendly and positive and had clearly prepared her sessions very thoroughly.”

> Cheddington Combined School, Bedfordshire – After hearing about our visit to the nearby Brookmead Combined School, Cheddington Combined School invited one of our volunteers to perform a taster in October. The teacher who organised the visit described it as “very effective,” and the school reported the visit in their newsletter as below:

“Year 3 were very pleased to welcome a Japanese lady, Yoshimi Berrecloth, into their class on Friday, 7th October 2011. In the first lesson before morning break, the children were taught some basic Japanese greetings and self introductions. They took part in a quiz about general aspects of Japan and enjoyed seeing many interesting photos which included favourite foods and sweets, the bullet train and snow sculptures in the north of the country. They practised writing their names in Japanese.  After break, they had a lot of fun learning how to count in Japanese and practising what they had learned through playing bingo and an active game with home-made red and white balls. We look forward to her second visit in February next year.”
> St Bernadette’s Primary School, Brighton– One volunteer visited this school in September as part of the school’s International Week. The day consisted of many different language activities, including self-introductions, Japanese greetings (sung to “Row, Row, Row your Boat!”), and bingo using Japanese numbers. Finally, the students learnt about the Japanese Moon Festival and made their own origami rabbit. The teacher who organised the taster commented that the session was “very enjoyable – the children loved it."
> Sandhill View School, Sunderland – After participating in our 2011 Head Start event, the International Co-ordinator at this school arranged a Japanese taster session with two volunteers. After introducing Japanese greetings and bowing, the volunteers did a Japan brainstorm with the class, and showed photographs of Japan. They then introduced Japanese kanji characters, showing how they are often made from pictograms, and then taught the kanji for the numbers 1-10. Finally, the students used the kanji they had learnt to do some simple maths puzzles. The International Co-ordinator commented, “The visit was really beneficial on both sides. The children got a lot out of it and gave very positive feedback.” The school are looking into starting Japanese as a weekly enrichment subject and are also arranging a partnership programme with a Japanese school.
Below: Photos from the visit to Sandhill View School
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> Simon Langton Grammar School for Girls, Canterbury – One volunteer visited this school in September as part of Year 12 enrichment. After introducing basic Japanese geography, the volunteer taught the five vowel sounds of Japanese and introduced the three writing systems hiragana, katakana and kanji. The students learned how to write their name in katakana characters, and were then taught basic Japanese greetings. Finally, the students learned how to count from 1-10 in Japanese. The school described the volunteer as “a great ambassador,” and they have decided to hire the volunteer to run a six-week Japanese course for Year 12 and 13 as part of their enrichment.
> Overton Grange School, Surrey – Five volunteers visited in July 2011 as part of a school enrichment day.  After being introduced to basic facts about Japan and Japanese culture, the students learned Japanese greetings and numbers.  They were then introduced to the three basic writing systems of Japanese and played games involving reading and writing in Japanese characters. Finally, the students enjoyed learning about the Japanese Tanabata Star Festival and making some origami. The Head of MFL at the school commented, “All my staff felt the sessions were superb, and feedback from the students was also very positive.”
> Gravesend Grammar School, Kent – Five volunteers visited in July 2011 as part of Year 10’s Career Development week.  They taught the students how to say greetings, countries, numbers and what they like/don’t like in Japanese.  By the end of the session, the students were able to give a brief self-introduction saying their name, age, country, the number of people in their family and things they like in Japanese.  They were also introduced to sado (tea ceremony), ikebana (Japanese flower arranging) and shuuji (Japanese calligraphy).   
Below: Photos from the visit to Gravesend Grammar School
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> The St Philip Howard Catholic High School, West Sussex – Five volunteers visited in July 2011 as part of the school’s Deep Learning Competence Days, across a two-day period.  Their activities included Japanese self-introductions, greetings, a Japan quiz, Japanese numbers, reading basic Japanese kanji characters and making wishes and origami lanterns to celebrate the Japanese festival of Tanabata (the Star Festival). The teacher who organised the visit commented, “Our children really enjoyed it and want more!” 
> Archbishop Tenison’s CE High School, Croydon – Four volunteers visited in July 2011 as part of the school’s Language Enrichment Day.  After giving basic information about Japan, the volunteers taught Japanese greetings, numbers, self-introduction and basic Japanese writing. The session ended with origami practice and a presentation on Japanese youth culture.  The school commented that “The Japanese Numbers and Learning Bingo were a real hit and the pupils really picked up the numbers well.”
> Luton VI Form College, Bedfordshire – Four volunteers visited the school across a two-day period in June and July 2011, as part of the school’s Languages Festival and also because the school is interested in introducing Japanese as a possible curricular activity in the future. On the first day, two volunteers introduced Japanese greetings, self-introduction and numbers. On the second day, another two volunteers introduced how to say “I like” in Japanese, and finally put all the phrases together so the students could talk about themselves in Japanese. The Head of Languages commented that the volunteers "...did an excellent job this week...We gave evaluation sheets to the students they taught and they were almost all 10 out of 10! Both groups were very well prepared, with high quality materials. They were very professional." Luton VI Form College has now received funding from the Japan Foundation Local Project Support Programme in order to start a Japanese course from September 2011.
> Brookmead Combined School, Bedfordshire – One volunteer visited in June 2011, to support the school’s current topic on Japan.  In the morning, the students were taught Japanese greetings and numbers, took a quiz about Japan, and heard the Japanese story of the “Tanabata” Star Festival.  After lunch, the students made wishes and tied them to bamboo as part of the Star Festival.  The class teacher who organised the visit commented that the volunteer “...planned a really interesting and informative day for the children.  We had spoken before the visit and she included all the elements we requested.....We were all very impressed with her detailed preparations and I have recommended the [programme] to another school in the area.”
> West Byfleet Junior School, Surrey – Two volunteers visited in June 2011 to support the school’s summer unit on Japan, and introduced Japanese greetings, basic writing and numbers. The teacher commented, “It was a fantastic session, the children were really involved and [the volunteers] were very organised and planned a great session.”
> St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Primary School, Suffolk – Two volunteers visited in May 2011, and taught Japanese greetings, numbers, origami, culture and “The Very Hungry Caterpillar” in Japanese.  The teacher who organised the visit commented that the taster “was well received by all the children (4-11 years). The sessions were...action packed and interesting....I will recommend the [volunteers] to other local schools.”
> Copthall School, London – Two volunteers visited this secondary school in May 2011, and taught Japanese greetings, writing, numbers, colours and culture to Year 7 pupils. The school described the volunteers as “brilliant and very well organised.” Copthall School are now planning to start teaching Japanese as an enrichment activity for Years 9 – 11 from October 2011, and they will be taught by one of the volunteers who performed the original taster.
> Kirk Balk Community College, South Yorkshire – One volunteer introduced Japanese writing and numbers at this secondary school in May 2011, as part of a multi-cultural week.  The teacher is interested in possibly teaching Japanese in the future, as she says her students are very interested in Japanese, and described the volunteer as “brilliant.”

> Western House Primary School, Buckinghamshire – Two volunteers taught Japanese numbers and culture at the school’s fundraising day for the Tohoku Pacific earthquake appeal in April 2011.  You can read more about their fundraiser on the school’s website here.  The school commented that “The volunteers really inspired the children to learn about Japan and its language and made the day a huge success!”
> Sandgate Primary School, Kent – Three volunteers held taster sessions as part of the school’s International Day of Languages in April 2011.  You can read more about the visit here.  You can also view pictures from the event on the school’s own website here. 
> Heathside Preparatory School, London – Two volunteers visited Year 3 in March 2011, and introduced Japanese greetings, numbers and writing in a session designed to tie-in with a book about Japan that the class was reading.  The teacher described the day as a “huge success,” and one of the parents reported that their daughter had been really inspired by the day, saying: “She loved everything about it, the teachers, the lesson, learning about Japanese culture, she was fascinated and repeated it all back to me. She has never really shown so much enthusiasm for any subject before so we were really impressed."
If you would like to arrange a Japanese Taster Session at your school, 
please email info.language@jpf.org.uk for more details.
