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Once Upon a Time in Japan
Reinventing the Past through the Eyes of
Japanese Contemporary Filmmakers
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@ The Japan Foundation was established in 1972 by the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and
became an Independent Administrative Institution in 2003. The organisation promotes international

cultural exchange between Japan and the rest of the world by organising projects as well as providing
financial support through grant programmes in the fields of Arts and Culture, Japanese language and
Japanese studies. The Japan Foundation currently has its Head Office in Tokyo, with offices and centres in
over 20 countries outside of Japan. The Japan Foundation London is the Foundation’s only office in the UK,
and one of the first overseas offices to be established, opening in 1972.

www.jpf.go.jp (Head Office), www.jpf.org.uk (London)

@The Japan Foundation Touring Film Programme is one of only a few contemporary Japanese film
programmes which tours to London and venues across the UK, presenting the best selection of

Japanese cinema to regional audiences. Since 2004, the Japan Foundation has put together films under a
carefully chosen theme to highlight trends in Japanese cinema, and showcased, in close partnership with
distinguished film venues such as the ICA, some of the finest Japanese contemporary films in order to
introduce their versatility and uniqueness. Most of films selected for the Japan Foundation Touring
Programme have slipped under the radar of other film festivals or programmes despite their quality, or have
previously only received one-off screenings in the UK. This year the Japan Foundation Touring Film
Programme marks its 10th anniversary. It has gone from strength to strength, consistently delivering a
stimulating and inspiring programme.
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